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In The Sleep of Behemoth, Jehangir Yezdi Malegam explores the emergence of conflicting concepts of peace
in western Europe during the High Middle Ages. Ever since the early Church, Christian thinkers had
conceived of their peace separate from the peace of the world, guarded by the sacraments and shared only
grudgingly with powers and principalities. To kingdoms and communities they had allowed attenuated
versions of this peace, modes of accommodation and domination that had tranquility as the goal. After 1000,
reformers in the papal curia and monks and canons in the intellectual circles of northern France began to
reimagine the Church as an engine of true peace, whose task it was eventually to absorb all peoples through
progressive acts of revolutionary peacemaking. Peace as they envisioned it became a mandate for reform
through conflict, coercion, and insurrection. And the pursuit of mere tranquility appeared dangerous, and
even diabolical.

As Malegam shows, within western Christendom's major centers of intellectual activity and political thought,
the clergy competed over the meaning and monopolization of the term "peace," contrasting it with what one
canon lawyer called the "sleep of Behemoth," a diabolical "false" peace of lassitude and complacency, one
that produced unsuitable forms of community and friendship that must be overturned at all costs. Out of this
contest over the meaning and ownership of true peace, Malegam concludes, medieval thinkers developed
theologies that shaped secular political theory in the later Middle Ages. The Sleep of Behemoth traces this
radical experiment in redefining the meaning of peace from the papal courts of Rome and the schools of
Laon, Liege, and Paris to its gradual spread across the continent and its impact on such developments as the
rise of papal monarchism; the growth of urban, communal self-government; and the emergence of secular
and mystical scholasticism.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Blake:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide The Sleep of Behemoth: Disputing
Peace and Violence in Medieval Europe, 1000-1200 will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel
considerably more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think this open or reading a
new book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search
of best book or ideal book with you?

Melvin Dove:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Sleep of Behemoth: Disputing Peace
and Violence in Medieval Europe, 1000-1200 is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world.
Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Milan Allen:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How people have
to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Sleep of Behemoth:
Disputing Peace and Violence in Medieval Europe, 1000-1200 book since this book offers you rich details
and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you
know.

Edward Trotta:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of
news. With this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just in search of the The Sleep of Behemoth: Disputing Peace and Violence in Medieval Europe,
1000-1200 when you needed it?
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