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Acclaimed biographer James McGrath Morris brings into focus the riveting life of one of the most
significant yet least known figures of the civil rights era—pioneering journalist Ethel Payne, the “First Lady
of the Black Press”—elevating her to her rightful place in history at last.

For decades, Ethel Lois Payne has been hidden in the shadows of history. Now, James McGrath Morris
skillfully illuminates this ambitious, influential, and groundbreaking woman’s life, from her childhood
growing up in South Chicago to her career as a journalist and network news commentator, reporting on some
of the most crucial events in modern American history.

Morris draws on a rich and untapped collection of Payne’s personal papers documenting her private and
professional affairs. He combed through oral histories, FBI documents, and newspapers to fully capture
Payne’s life, her achievements, and her legacy. He introduces us to a journalist who covered such events as
the Montgomery Bus Boycott, the Little Rock school desegregation crisis, the service of black troops in
Vietnam, and Henry Kissinger’s 26,000-mile tour of Africa.

A self-proclaimed “instrument of change” for her people, Payne broke new ground as the Washington
correspondent for the Chicago Defender. She publicly prodded President Dwight D. Eisenhower to support
desegregation, and her reporting on legislative and judicial civil rights battles enlightened and activated black
readers across the nation. In 1964, President Lyndon B. Johnson recognized Payne’s seminal role by
presenting her with a pen used in signing the Civil Rights Act. In 1972, she became the first female African
American radio and television commentator on a national network, working for CBS. Her story mirrors the
evolution of our own modern society.

Inspiring and instructive, moving and comprehensive, Eye on the Struggle illuminates this extraordinary
woman and her achievements, and reminds us of the power one person has to transform our lives and our
world.

With 16 pages of black-and-white photos.
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From reader reviews:

Melanie Archer:

The book Eye on the Struggle: Ethel Payne, the First Lady of the Black Press give you a sense of feeling
enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can being your best
friend when you getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make studying a
book Eye on the Struggle: Ethel Payne, the First Lady of the Black Press for being your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about some or all
subjects. You could know everything if you like start and read a e-book Eye on the Struggle: Ethel Payne,
the First Lady of the Black Press. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or
other folks. So , how do you think about this publication?

Paul Norris:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title Eye on the Struggle:
Ethel Payne, the First Lady of the Black Press suitable to you? The book was written by renowned writer in
this era. Typically the book untitled Eye on the Struggle: Ethel Payne, the First Lady of the Black Pressis a
single of several books this everyone read now. That book was inspired a number of people in the world.
When you read this reserve you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know before. The author
explained their strategy in the simple way, so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this reserve.
This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of
the world in this book.

Jennifer Larson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that query was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims Eye on the
Struggle: Ethel Payne, the First Lady of the Black Press.

Rebecca Esquivel:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Eye on the Struggle: Ethel Payne, the
First Lady of the Black Press to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading
talent is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and
mingle the impression about book and reading through especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to
start a book and study it. Beside that the guide Eye on the Struggle: Ethel Payne, the First Lady of the Black



Press can to be your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with what must you're doing of this
time.
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