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Many rituals and festivals take place in public, meaning that such expressions of faith are societal as well as
individual forms of human behaviour. The similarity in the general patterns of rituals and festivals across
cultures and religions is striking. For example, most cultures and religions mark major life-course transitions
such as birth, marriage, and death with public ritual expressions, and numerous festivals are tied to food-
producing activities such as planting and harvesting. Where religions and societies vary is in the meanings
associated with ritual behaviour and the specific forms those behaviours take.

The Encyclopedia of Religious Rites, Rituals and Festivals explores this complex topic through articles
covering the following general categories of information:

general concepts and ideas such as communitas, inversion, purity and pollution, and pilgrimages●

major forms of ritual and festival such as rites of passage, devotional rites, sacrifice, calendrical rites,●

carnival, and fasting
religious rites and festivals of major religions, including Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, Catholicism and●

Judaism
rites and festivals in cultural regions such as China, sub-Saharan Africa, and the Pacific islands●

life-cycle rites, including those associated with birth, coming of age, marriage and death●

specific rites and festivals, such as Divali, Easter, Ramadan, snake handling and Yom Kippur.●

The Encyclopedia of Religious Rites, Rituals, and Festivals contains 130 entries contributed and signed by
scholars from international universities and institutes, with expertise in such fields as Asian and Pacific
studies, archaeology, communication studies, cultural anthropology, cultural studies, international studies,
philosophy, psychological anthropology, religious studies, social anthropology, sociology and theology.

An unprecedented resource, this new encyclopedia provides in-depth coverage of a vast array of worldwide
practices with entries that draw on the latest research available, offering fresh insights while maintaining a
connection with established scholarship. The cross-cultural coverage will help foster interfaith understanding
as well as present and explain unfamiliar behaviours and rituals.
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From reader reviews:

Agnes Higa:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Routledge Encyclopedia of Religious Rites, Rituals and Festivals (Religion
and Society). Try to face the book Routledge Encyclopedia of Religious Rites, Rituals and Festivals
(Religion and Society) as your good friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you truly feel alone
and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The
book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So ,
let's make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Ernie Swisher:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't would like
do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Routledge Encyclopedia of Religious Rites,
Rituals and Festivals (Religion and Society). All type of book can you see on many options. You can look
for the internet sources or other social media.

Jeffrey Smith:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you personally is Routledge Encyclopedia of Religious Rites, Rituals and Festivals
(Religion and Society) this reserve consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. That
book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to explain it is
easy to understand. The actual writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That is why this
book acceptable all of you.

Reginald Hunter:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also you
know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your own
personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by book. Numerous
books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually Routledge Encyclopedia of Religious
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