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Shaped by encrusted layers of development spanning millennia, the southern Italian city of Matera is the
ultimate palimpsest. Known as the Sassi, the majority of the ancient city is composed of thousands of
structures carved into a limestone cliff and clinging to its walls. The resultant menagerie of forms possesses a
surprising visual uniformity and an ineffable allure. Conversely, in the 1950s Matera also served as a
crucible for Italian postwar urban and architectural theory, witnessed by the Neorealist, modernist expansion
of the city that developed in aversion to the Sassi. In another about-face, the previously disparaged cave city
has now been recast as a major tourist destination, UNESCO World Heritage Monument, and test subject for
ideas and methods of preservation. Set within a sociopolitical and architectural history of Matera from 1950
to the present, this book analyses the contemporary effects of preservation on the city and surrounding
province. More broadly, it examines the relationship between and interdependence of preservation and
modernism within architectural thought. To understand inconsistencies inherent to preservation, in particular
its effect of catalyzing change, the study lays bare planners' and developers' use of preservation, especially
for economic goals and political will. The work asserts that preservation is not a passive, curatorial pursuit: it
is a cloaked manifestation of modernism and a powerful tool often used to control economies. The study
demonstrates that preservation also serves to influence societies through the shaping of memory and
circulation of narratives.
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From reader reviews:

Margarita Toman:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or info even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This Materan Contradictions:
Architecture, Preservation and Politics (Ashgate Studies in Architecture) is our recommendation so you keep
up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Jeffery Hall:

Often the book Materan Contradictions: Architecture, Preservation and Politics (Ashgate Studies in
Architecture) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style
to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The
book Materan Contradictions: Architecture, Preservation and Politics (Ashgate Studies in Architecture) is
much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can
more easily to read the book.

David Barthel:

The reserve with title Materan Contradictions: Architecture, Preservation and Politics (Ashgate Studies in
Architecture) contains a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this
book. That book exist new expertise the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the
world today. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This specific book
will bring you with new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you
can read it anywhere you want.

Irma Murray:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Materan Contradictions: Architecture,
Preservation and Politics (Ashgate Studies in Architecture) reserve written by well-known writer we are
excited for well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within
good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger
then you still hesitation Materan Contradictions: Architecture, Preservation and Politics (Ashgate Studies in
Architecture) as good book not only by the cover but also by content. This is one book that can break don't
judge book by its protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on
your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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