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This book studies the transition from local to national timekeeping, a process that led to Standard Time—the
world-wide system of timekeeping by which we all live. Prior to the railroads’ adoption of Standard Railway
Time in 1883, timekeeping was entirely a local matter, and America lacked any uniform system to
coordinate times and public activities. For example, in the middle of the nineteenth century, Boston had three
authoritative times, which differed by seconds and minutes.

The story begins in the 1830s with the building of the first railroads. Since railway safety depended upon
maintaining the temporal separation of trains through precise timing, railroads were the first to establish time
standards to govern their operations. The railroads’ switch to five time standards indexed to the Greenwich
meridian inaugurated the modern era of public timekeeping and led directly to cities adopting Greenwich-
indexed civil time zones.

Central to the story are those college and university astronomers who, starting in the 1850s, sold time signals
to nearby cities and railroads. From the start, they competed with other entrepreneurs trying to make money
by selling time. Decades of negotiations, government lobbying, and battles over customers followed, all in
the name of “public service.” Improvements by a host of clockmakers, civil and electrical engineers,
telegraph and railway technicians, and instrument makers finally changed the market for accurate time.
Public timekeeping became the realm of business investors.

Despite the efforts of astronomers and various of their Congressional supporters, who argued for the
necessity of a national system of time authorized by the federal government, the railroads’ success with their
own system blocked legislation for a national system of time until the First World War. By then, a single
source for correct time dominated the public’s timekeeping: the U.S. Naval Observatory’s noon signal.

In this first comprehensive, scholarly history of timekeeping in America, the author has drawn upon a rich,
untapped archival record, municipal and legislative documents, newspapers, and science and engineering
journals to challenge several myths that have grown up around the subject.
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From reader reviews:

Jerald Higgins:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide Selling the True Time: Nineteenth-
Century Timekeeping in America will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much more confidence
if you can know about everything. But some of you think which open or reading any book make you bored.
It isn't make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or appropriate
book with you?

Larry Cain:

This book untitled Selling the True Time: Nineteenth-Century Timekeeping in America to be one of several
books in which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit
onto it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can order it by means of
online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can
read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this reserve from your list.

Henry Stanton:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you examine a book
you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that
you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along
with soon. The Selling the True Time: Nineteenth-Century Timekeeping in America provide you with new
experience in reading a book.

Millie Goodman:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This guide Selling the True Time: Nineteenth-Century Timekeeping in
America was filled regarding science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit from a
book, you can feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you
wanted.
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