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Political parties are central to democratic life, yet there is no standard definition to describe them or the role
they occupy. "Voter-centered" theoretical approaches suggest that parties are the mere recipients of voter
interests and loyalties. "Party-centered" approaches, by contrast, envision parties that polarize, democratize,
or dominate society. In addition to offering isolated and competing notions of democratic politics, such
approaches are also silent on the role of the state and are unable to account for organizations like Hamas,
Hezbollah, and the African National Congress, which exhibit characteristics of parties, states, and social
movements simultaneously.

In this timely book, Cedric de Leon examines the ways in which social scientists and other observers have
imagined the relationship between parties and society. He introduces and critiques the full range of
approaches, using enlivening comparative examples from across the globe. Cutting through a vast body of
research, de Leon offers a succinct and lively analysis that outlines the key thinking in the field, placing it in
historical and contemporary context. The resulting book will appeal to students of sociology, political
science, social psychology, and related fields.
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From reader reviews:

Otis Thompson:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get
lots of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read is Party and Society (PPSS - Polity Political Sociology series).

Chester Grantham:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this guide. This Party and Society (PPSS - Polity
Political Sociology series) is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the actual
e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Consequently
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Carl Johnson:

This Party and Society (PPSS - Polity Political Sociology series) is brand-new way for you who has
fascination to look for some information since it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you on it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Party and
Society (PPSS - Polity Political Sociology series) can be the light food for you because the information
inside this specific book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is
reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in guide form make them
feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a reserve especially this one. You
can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book
sort for your better life and also knowledge.

Michael Blossom:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of
news. With this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just trying to find the Party and Society (PPSS - Polity Political Sociology series) when you
essential it?
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