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Paul Lauter, an icon of American Studies who has been a primary agent in its transformation and its chief
ambassador abroad, offers a wide-ranging collection of essays that demonstrate and reflect on this important
and often highly politicized discipline. While American Studies was formerly seen as a wholly subsidiary
academic program that loosely combined the study of American history, literature, and art, From Walden
Pond to Jurassic Park reveals the evolution of an independent, highly interdisciplinary program with
distinctive subjects, methods, and goals that are much different than the traditional academic departments
that nurtured it.
With anecdote peppered discussions ranging from specific literary texts and movies to the future of higher
education and the efficacy of unions, From Walden Pond to Jurassic Park entertains even as it offers a
twenty-first century account of how and why Americanists at home and abroad now do what they do.
Drawing on his forty-five years of teaching and research as well as his experience as a political activist and a
cultural radical, Lauter shows how a multifaceted increase in the United States’ global dominion has infused
a particular political urgency into American Studies. With its military and economic influence, its cultural
and linguistic reach, the United States is—for better or for worse—too formidable and potent not to be
understood clearly and critically.
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From reader reviews:

Steve Diaz:

This From Walden Pond to Jurassic Park: Activism, Culture, and American Studies (New Americanists)
book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by
reading this book is information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting
deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This From Walden Pond to Jurassic Park:
Activism, Culture, and American Studies (New Americanists) without we realize teach the one who
examining it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry From Walden Pond to
Jurassic Park: Activism, Culture, and American Studies (New Americanists) can bring if you are and not
make your tote space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even
cellphone. This From Walden Pond to Jurassic Park: Activism, Culture, and American Studies (New
Americanists) having good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in
reading.

Valerie Little:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this From Walden Pond to Jurassic Park:
Activism, Culture, and American Studies (New Americanists) publication written by well-known writer who
really knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written
with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal
hunger then you still hesitation From Walden Pond to Jurassic Park: Activism, Culture, and American
Studies (New Americanists) as good book but not only by the cover but also by content. This is one book
that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this!?
Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth
sense.

Beverly Thomas:

This From Walden Pond to Jurassic Park: Activism, Culture, and American Studies (New Americanists) is
great reserve for you because the content and that is full of information for you who all always deal with
world and possess to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it info accurately using great
coordinate word or we can declare no rambling sentences included. So if you are read it hurriedly you can
have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tough core
information with splendid delivering sentences. Having From Walden Pond to Jurassic Park: Activism,
Culture, and American Studies (New Americanists) in your hand like having the world in your arm,
information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world in ten or fifteen minute
right but this reserve already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt
this?



David Wilkens:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also you know
that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually From
Walden Pond to Jurassic Park: Activism, Culture, and American Studies (New Americanists).
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