
The French Revolution and the Birth of Electoral
Democracy
Melvin Allen Edelstein

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=1409454711
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=1409454711
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=1409454711


The French Revolution and the Birth of Electoral Democracy

Melvin Allen Edelstein

The French Revolution and the Birth of Electoral Democracy Melvin Allen Edelstein
Democracy is perhaps the defining characteristic of modern Western society, but even as late as the
nineteenth century it was often viewed with suspicion by many who saw it as akin to anarchy and mob rule.
It was not until the French and American revolutions of the eighteenth century that electoral democracy
began to gain momentum as a serious force, which was eventually to shape political discourse on a broad,
international scale. Taking as its focus the French Revolution, this book explores how the experience in
France influenced the emergence of electoral democracy, arguing - contrary to recent revisionist studies -
that it was indeed the progenitor of modern representative democracy. Rejecting the revisionist semiotic
approach to political culture; it instead adopts a definition emphasising the shared values that govern political
behaviour, arguing that the Revolution's essential contribution to modern political culture is its concept of
citizenship, embracing widespread political participation.In a broader sense, the book studies the grass-roots
democracy, focusing on participation in the primary and secondary electoral assemblies. It is primarily
concerned with electoral behavior and practices: how can we explain the electoral process and its results? It
analyzes electoral procedures and practices, and voter turnout, based on extensive quantitative data. While
focused on political history, this work also examines political sociology, giving careful attention to the
occupational composition of elected officials.Whilst acknowledging the democratic shortcomings of the
French Revolution (the absence of political parties, electoral campaigns, and declared candidates), the book's
comprehensive study of revolutionary elections concludes that, together with its American counterpart, the
French Revolution did indeed give birth to modern electoral democracy. As such, this book is essential
reading for historians, political scientists, sociologists and readers interested in the origin of modern liberal
democracy.
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From reader reviews:

James Shafer:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well,
probably you will require this The French Revolution and the Birth of Electoral Democracy.

Willie Dreher:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take The French Revolution and the Birth of Electoral
Democracy as the daily resource information.

Sally Rose:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic
as in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer could be The French Revolution and the Birth of Electoral
Democracy why because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Jessica Bowman:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The French Revolution and the
Birth of Electoral Democracy can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of
date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
books have than the others?
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