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For two centuries (1670-1870), English, Scottish, and Canadian fur traders voyaged the myriad waterways of
Rupert's Land, the vast territory charted to the Hudson's Bay Company and later splintered among five
Canadian provinces and four American states. The knowledge and support of northern Native peoples were
critical to the newcomer's survival and success. With acquaintance and alliance came intermarriage, and the
unions of European traders and Native women generated thousands of descendants.

Jennifer Brown's Strangers in Blood is the first work to look systematically at these parents and their
children. Brown focuses on Hudson's Bay Company officers and North West Company wintering partners
and clerks-those whose relationships are best known from post journals, correspondence, accounts, and wills.
The durability of such families varied greatly. Settlers, missionaries, European women, and sometimes the
courts challenged fur trade marriages. Some officers' Scottish and Canadian relatives dismissed Native wives
and "Indian" progeny as illegitimate. Traders who took these ties seriously were obliged to defend them, to
leave wills recognizing their wives and children, and to secure their legal and social status-to prove that they
were kin, not "strangers in blood."

Brown illustrates that the lives and identities of these children were shaped by factors far more complex than
"blood." Sons and daughters diverged along paths affected by gender. Some descendants became Métis and
espoused Métis nationhood under Louis Riel. Others rejected or were never offered that course-they passed
into white or Indian communities or, in some instances, identified themselves (without prejudice) as "half
breeds." The fur trade did not coalesce into a single society. Rather, like Rupert's Land, it splintered, and the
historical consequences have been with us ever since.
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From reader reviews:

John Valdez:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Strangers in Blood: Fur Trade Company Families in Indian Country. Try to
make the book Strangers in Blood: Fur Trade Company Families in Indian Country as your buddy. It means
that it can to be your friend when you experience alone and beside that course make you smarter than in the
past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you more confidence because you can
know every little thing by the book. So , let me make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Robert Hawkins:

Strangers in Blood: Fur Trade Company Families in Indian Country can be one of your starter books that are
good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that may
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in writing
Strangers in Blood: Fur Trade Company Families in Indian Country nevertheless doesn't forget the main
stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it.
This great information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.

Kenneth Clark:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and Strangers in Blood: Fur Trade Company
Families in Indian Country or maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the
fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or maybe
students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science
e-book, any other book likes Strangers in Blood: Fur Trade Company Families in Indian Country to make
your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Duane Sills:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book Strangers in Blood: Fur Trade Company Families
in Indian Country to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading proficiency is developing
when you similar to reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle
the opinion about book and studying especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open a book and read
it. Beside that the reserve Strangers in Blood: Fur Trade Company Families in Indian Country can to be a
newly purchased friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of their time.
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