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One of every seven people in the United States can trace their family back to Brooklyn, New York—all
seventy-one square miles of it; home to millions of people from every corner of the globe over the last 150
years. Now Peter Golenbock, the author of the acclaimed book Bums: An Oral History of the Brooklyn
Dodgers, returns to Kings County to collect the firsthand stories of the life and times of the people of
Brooklyn—and how they changed the world.

The nostalgic myth that is Brooklyn is all about egg creams and stickball, and, of course, the Dodgers. The
Dodgers left fifty years ago, but Brooklyn is still here—transformed by waves of suburban flight, new
immigrants, urban homesteaders, and gentrification. Deep down, Brooklyn has always been about new
ideas—freedom and tolerance paramount among them—that have changed the world, all the way back to
Lady Deborah Moody, who escaped religious persecution in both Old and New England, and founded Coney
Island and the town of Gravesend in the 1600s.

So why was Jackie Robinson embraced by Brooklynites of all colors, and so despised everywhere else? Why
was Brooklyn one of the first urban areas to decay into slums—and one of the first to be reborn? And what
was it that made Brooklynites fight for their rights, for their country, for their ideas—sometimes to the
detriment of their own well-being? In the Country of Brooklyn, filled with rare photos, is history at its very
best—engaging, personal, fascinating—a social history and a history of social justice; an oral history of a
land and its people spanning the twentieth and twenty-first centuries; a microcosm of how Americans there
faced and defeated discrimination, oppression, and unjust laws, and fought for what was right. And the
voices and stories are as amazing as they are varied.

Meet: Daily Worker sportswriter Lester Rodney • rock and roll DJ "Cousin Brucie" Morrow • labor leader
Henry Foner • Guardian Angels founder Curtis Sliwa • journalist and author Pete Hamill • Black
Panther–turned-politician Charles Barron • Hall of Fame baseball player Monte Irvin • Spanish Civil War
veteran Abe Smorodin • borough president Marty Markowitz • real estate developer Joseph Sitt • jujitsu
world champion Robert Crosson • songwriter Neil Sedaka • NYPD officer John Mackie • ACLU president
Ira Glasser • and many others!

It's Brooklyn as we've never seen it before, a place of social activism, political energy, and creative
thinking—a place whose vitality has spread around the world for more than 350 years. And a place where
you can still get a decent egg cream.
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From reader reviews:

Cory Marshall:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide In the Country of Brooklyn: Inspiration to the World will
make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every little
thing. But some of you think that will open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not make you fun.
Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

Charles Baker:

This In the Country of Brooklyn: Inspiration to the World usually are reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The reason of this In the Country of Brooklyn: Inspiration to the World
can be one of several great books you must have is giving you more than just simple examining food but
feed a person with information that probably will shock your prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you
can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed versions. Beside
that this In the Country of Brooklyn: Inspiration to the World forcing you to have an enormous of experience
including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day
exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Myra Hackett:

Exactly why? Because this In the Country of Brooklyn: Inspiration to the World is an unordinary book that
the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the secret the idea
inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable way
makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it
is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will
give you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I had been you I will go to the publication
store hurriedly.

Judy Marinez:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book and also novel and In the Country of Brooklyn: Inspiration to
the World or maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the great a book, you
feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps students especially.
Those books are helping them to increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science book, any other
book likes In the Country of Brooklyn: Inspiration to the World to make your spare time more colorful.
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