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In this beautifully crafted book, Elizabeth Kendall tells the story of a family, of a passionate attachment
between a mother and a daughter and the sudden tragedy that tears it apart. American Daughter is also a
brilliant portrait of wellborn women's lives in cities and towns in the post-World War II era, as Kendall
evokes how difficult it was to become anything other than an American daughter, which meant being a
dependent woman.  
        
Occupying a coveted place in St. Louis's privileged high society, Henry and Betty Kendall seemed to be the
American dream come true: six children, a sprawling house, a legacy of higher education at Harvard and
Vassar. Yet underneath lay the flawed marriage of an idealistic young woman who made her eldest daughter
her best friend and turned civil rights into her salvation. Elizabeth maintained the family silence as
eccentricities began to appear in her father's behavior, along with whispers of financial difficulties. She
accompanied her mother back to Vassar for a summer program on the home and family, then came into her
own, away from her family, at the haven of a girls' summer camp and at Radcliffe. From the war-torn 1940s,
when young men in uniform, home on leave, went to debutante parties, through the seismic social changes of
the 1960s, Kendall tells the intertwined story of her mother and herself, of their powerful bond and how both
shaped their lives in response to it.
    
Unrelentingly honest, rich with humor and insights into families and women's lives, American Daughter is
both a poignant portrait of American life at the middle of the twentieth century, and a dual coming-of-age
story of a mother and a daughter, united by commitment and love, separated by a fatal accident-and by the
vastly different birthrights of their generations.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Dillon:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book American Daughter: Discovering My Mother
will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every
little thing. But some of you think that will open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not make
you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or ideal book with you?

Lisa Bates:

The knowledge that you get from American Daughter: Discovering My Mother will be the more deep you
searching the information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to understand but American Daughter: Discovering My Mother giving you buzz
feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood through anyone
who read it because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your
own vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having that American Daughter: Discovering My
Mother instantly.

Ernestine Pagan:

The reason? Because this American Daughter: Discovering My Mother is an unordinary book that the inside
of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret the idea inside.
Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such awesome way makes the
content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This excellent book
will give you a lot of benefits than the other book include such as help improving your proficiency and your
critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were you I will go to the reserve
store hurriedly.

Joyce Martinez:

This American Daughter: Discovering My Mother is new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for
some information because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge
more you know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading this American Daughter: Discovering
My Mother can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this particular book is
easy to get by means of anyone. These books build itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone,
that's why I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel tired
even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is no in reading a book especially this one. You can find what
you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book variety for your better



life as well as knowledge.
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