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For nearly a quarter of a century, Pulitzer Prize nominee William C. Davis has been one of our best writers
on the Civil War. His books—including Breckinridge: Statesman, Soldier, Symbol; Jefferson Davis: The
Man and His Hour; and "A Government of Our Own": The Making of the Confederacy—have garnered
numerous awards and enlightened and entertained an avid readership. The Cause Lost extends that tradition
of excellence with provocative new insights into the myths and realities of an endlessly fascinating subject.

In these pages, Davis brings into sharp focus the facts and fictions of the South's victories and defeats, its
tenacious struggle to legitimize its cause and defeat an overpowering enemy, and its ultimate loss of will. He
debunks long-standing legends, offers irrefutable evidence explaining Confederate actions, and contemplates
the idealism, naiveté, folly, and courage of the military leadership and would-be founding fathers.

Among the most misunderstood, Davis contends, was Jefferson Davis. Often branded as enigmatic and
incompetent, the Confederate president was simply a decent and committed leader whose mistakes were
magnified by the war's extraordinary demands. Davis scrutinizes Jefferson Davis' relationship with his
generals-most of whom were unproved talents or cronies with proven deficiencies-and reveals why only
Robert E. Lee succeeded in winning Davis' confidence through flattery, persuasion, and a sense of
responsibility. He also examines the myths and memories of the nearly deified Stonewall Jackson and John
C. Breckinridge, the only effective Confederate secretary of war.

Davis also illustrates why the cause of the war—a subject of long-standing controversy—boils down to the
single issue of slavery; why Southerners, ninety percent of whom didn't own slaves, were willing to join in
the battle to defend their homeland; how the personalities, tactics, and styles of the armies in the turbulent
West differed greatly from those in the East; what real or perceived turning points influenced Southern
decision making; and how mythology and misinterpretations have been perpetuated through biography,
history, literature, and film.

Revealing the Confederacy's myths for what they really are, Davis nevertheless illustrates how much those
myths inform our understanding of the Civil War and its place in Southern and American culture.
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From reader reviews:

Errol Sawyer:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled The Cause Lost: Myths and Realities of the Confederacy (Modern
War Studies). Try to stumble through book The Cause Lost: Myths and Realities of the Confederacy
(Modern War Studies) as your friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you really feel alone
and beside that of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The
book makes you more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let us make
new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Carl White:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Cause Lost: Myths and
Realities of the Confederacy (Modern War Studies) book since this book offers you rich details and
knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you
probably know this.

Yvette Barstow:

Typically the book The Cause Lost: Myths and Realities of the Confederacy (Modern War Studies) will
bring you to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. If
you try to find new book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book The Cause Lost: Myths and
Realities of the Confederacy (Modern War Studies) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get
the e-book in the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Lois Schooley:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get great
deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you
try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book you
have read is definitely The Cause Lost: Myths and Realities of the Confederacy (Modern War Studies).
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