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A Prescriptive American English Writing Style Guide

The Elements of Style

William Strunk, Jr.

And

E. B. White

This book aims to give in brief space the principal requirements of plain English style. It aims to lighten the
task of instructor and student by concentrating attention (in Chapters II and III) on a few essentials, the rules
of usage and principles of composition most commonly violated. In accordance with this plan it lays down
three rules for the use of the comma, instead of a score or more, and one for the use of the semicolon, in the
belief that these four rules provide for all the internal punctuation that is required by nineteen sentences out
of twenty. Similarly, it gives in Chapter III only those principles of the paragraph and the sentence which are
of the widest application. The book thus covers only a small portion of the field of English style. The
experience of its writer has been that once past the essentials, students profit most by individual instruction
based on the problems of their own work, and that each instructor has his own body of theory, which he may
prefer to that offered by any textbook.

The numbers of the sections may be used as references in correcting manuscript.

The writer's colleagues in the Department of English in Cornell University have greatly helped him in the
preparation of his manuscript. Mr. George McLane Wood has kindly consented to the inclusion under Rule
10 of some material from his Suggestions to Authors.

The Elements of Style is a prescriptive American English writing style guide in numerous editions. The
original was composed by William Strunk Jr., in 1918, and published by Harcourt, in 1920, comprising eight
"elementary rules of usage", ten "elementary principles of composition", "a few matters of form", a list of 49
"words and expressions commonly misused", and a list of 57 "words often misspelled". E. B. White much
enlarged and revised the book for publication by Macmillan, in 1959. That was the first edition of the so-
called "Strunk & White", which Time named in 2011 one of the 100 best and most influential books written
in English since 1923.

Cornell University English professor William Strunk, Jr. wrote The Elements of Style in 1918 and privately
published it in 1919, for in-house use at the university. (Harcourt republished it in 52-page format in 1920.)
Later, for publication, he and editor Edward A. Tenney revised it as The Elements and Practice of
Composition (1935). In 1957, at The New Yorker, the style guide reached the attention of E.B. White, who
had studied writing under Strunk in 1919 but had since forgotten "the little book" that he described as a
"forty-three-page summation of the case for cleanliness, accuracy, and brevity in the use of English". Weeks



later, White wrote a feature story about Strunk's devotion to lucid English prose.
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From reader reviews:

Steve Adams:

The book The Elements of Style: A Prescriptive American English Writing Style Guide (Writing Style
Guides) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want.
Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book The Elements of Style: A Prescriptive American
English Writing Style Guide (Writing Style Guides)? A few of you have a different opinion about guide. But
one aim that will book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your
book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may share all of
these. Book The Elements of Style: A Prescriptive American English Writing Style Guide (Writing Style
Guides) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the
enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Gail Rodriguez:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This The Elements of Style: A Prescriptive American English Writing Style
Guide (Writing Style Guides) book is readable by means of you who hate those straight word style. You will
find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving even decrease the
knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer associated with The Elements of Style: A Prescriptive
American English Writing Style Guide (Writing Style Guides) content conveys prospect easily to understand
by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different available
as it. So , do you still thinking The Elements of Style: A Prescriptive American English Writing Style Guide
(Writing Style Guides) is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Michael Vu:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline The Elements of
Style: A Prescriptive American English Writing Style Guide (Writing Style Guides) suitable to you? The
particular book was written by popular writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Elements of Style:
A Prescriptive American English Writing Style Guide (Writing Style Guides)is a single of several books
which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new age that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their strategy in
the simple way, thus all of people can easily to know the core of this reserve. This book will give you a great
deal of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Tony Caldwell:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this The Elements of Style: A Prescriptive
American English Writing Style Guide (Writing Style Guides) reserve written by well-known writer we are
excited for well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good



manner for you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then
you still hesitation The Elements of Style: A Prescriptive American English Writing Style Guide (Writing
Style Guides) as good book not just by the cover but also from the content. This is one book that can break
don't ascertain book by its deal with, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on
your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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