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Konstantin Stanislavsky transformed theatre in the West and was indisputably one of the twentieth century’s
greatest innovators. His life and work mark some of the most significant artistic and political milestones of
that tumultuous century, from the emancipation of the serfs to the Russian Revolution. Little wonder, then,
that his correspondence contains gripping exchanges with the famous and infamous of his day: men such as
Tolstoy, Chekhov, Trotsky and Stalin, among others.

Laurence Senelick, one of the world’s foremost scholars of Russian literature, mines the Moscow archives
and the definitive Russian edition of Stanislavsky’s letters, to produce the fullest collection of the letters in
any language other than Russian. He sheds new light on this fascinating field. Senelick takes us from the
earliest extant letter of an eleven-year-old Konstantin in 1874, through his work as actor, director and actor
trainer with the Moscow Art Theatre, to messages written just before his death in 1938 at the age of seventy-
five.

We discover Stanislavsky as son, brother and father, as lover and husband, as businessman and "internal
emigre." He is seen as a wealthy tourist and an impoverished touring actor, a privileged subject of the Tsar
and a harried victim of the Bolsheviks.

Senelick shares key insights into Stanislavsky's work on such important productions as The Seagull, The
Cherry Orchard, Hamlet, Othello, and The Marriage of Figaro. The letters also reveal the steps that led up to
the publication of his writings My Life in Art and An Actor’s Work on Himself. This handsome edition is also
comprehensively annotated and fully illustrated.
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From reader reviews:

Kathryn Sheffield:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Stanislavsky: A Life in Letters. Try to face the book Stanislavsky: A
Life in Letters as your friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you sense alone and beside
regarding course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes
you much more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let's make new experience
along with knowledge with this book.

Charles Kinsella:

The book Stanislavsky: A Life in Letters can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book Stanislavsky: A Life
in Letters? Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book can give
many details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or
data that you take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Stanislavsky:
A Life in Letters has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can search
the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Mary McCollum:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you maybe will certainly
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Stanislavsky: A Life in Letters is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this
era.

Chad Steinberger:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Stanislavsky: A Life in Letters guide
written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone
who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for
eliminate your current hunger then you still question Stanislavsky: A Life in Letters as good book not just by
the cover but also with the content. This is one book that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do
you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense
already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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