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During the Soviet era, blat-the use of personal networks for obtaining goods and services in short supply and
for circumventing formal procedures-was necessary to compensate for the inefficiencies of socialism. The
collapse of the Soviet Union produced a new generation of informal practices.

In How Russia Really Works, Alena V. Ledeneva explores practices in politics, business, media, and the
legal sphere in Russia in the 1990s-from the hiring of firms to create negative publicity about one's
competitors, to inventing novel schemes of tax evasion and engaging in "alternative" techniques of contract
and law enforcement. She discovers ingenuity, wit, and vigor in these activities and argues that they
simultaneously support and subvert formal institutions. They enable corporations, the media, politicians, and
businessmen to operate in the post-Soviet labyrinth of legal and practical constraints but consistently
undermine the spirit, if not the letter, of the law. The "know-how" Ledeneva describes in this book continues
to operate today and is crucial to understanding contemporary Russia.
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From reader reviews:

Carissa Ware:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled How
Russia Really Works: The Informal Practices That Shaped Post-Soviet Politics and Bussiness (Culture and
Society After Socialism)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your
time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have some
other opinion?

Henry Knight:

The book How Russia Really Works: The Informal Practices That Shaped Post-Soviet Politics and Bussiness
(Culture and Society After Socialism) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
Why must we leave the great thing like a book How Russia Really Works: The Informal Practices That
Shaped Post-Soviet Politics and Bussiness (Culture and Society After Socialism)? A number of you have a
different opinion about e-book. But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable.
Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may give for
each other; you can share all of these. Book How Russia Really Works: The Informal Practices That Shaped
Post-Soviet Politics and Bussiness (Culture and Society After Socialism) has simple shape however you
know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by wide open and read
a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Jeremy Jones:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition details. Even you love How Russia Really Works: The Informal Practices That
Shaped Post-Soviet Politics and Bussiness (Culture and Society After Socialism), you could enjoy both. It is
fine combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind
hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Pablo Cook:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like How Russia Really Works: The
Informal Practices That Shaped Post-Soviet Politics and Bussiness (Culture and Society After Socialism)



which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.
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