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The theft, trafficking, and falsification of cultural property and cultural heritage objects are crimes of a
particularly complex nature, which often have international ramifications and significant economic
consequences. Organized criminal groups of various types and origins are involved in these illegal acts.

The book Crime in the Art and Antiquities World has contributions both from researchers specializing in the
illegal trafficking of art, and representatives of international institutions involved with prevention and
detection of cultural property-related crimes, such as Interpol and UNESCO.

This work is a unique and useful reference for scholars and private and public bodies alike.

This innovative volume also includes an Appendix of the existing legal texts, i.e. international treaties,
conventions, and resolutions, which have not previously been available in a single volume.

As anyone who has undertaken research or study relating to the protection of cultural heritage discovers one
of the frustrations encountered is the absence of ready access to the multi- various international instruments
which exist in the field. Since the end of the Second World War these instruments have proliferated, first in
response to increasing recognition of the need for concerted multinational action to give better protection to
cultural property during armed conflict as well as ensuring the repatriation of cultural property looted during
such conflict. Thus the international community agreed in 1954 upon a Convention for the Protection of
Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict.

That Convention, typically referred to as the Hague Convention of 1954, is now to be found reproduced in
the Appendix to this book (Appendix I) together with 25 other important and diverse documents that we
believe represent a core of the essential international sources of reference in this subject area. In presenting
these documents in one place we hope that readers will now experience less frustration while having the
benefit of supplementing their understanding and interpretation of the various instruments by referring to
individual chapters in the book dealing with a particular issue or topic. For example, Chapter 9 by Mathew
Bogdanos provides some specific and at times rather depressing descriptions of the application in the field of
the Hague Convention 1954, and its Protocols (Appendices II and III), to the armed conflict in Iraq.
Reference may also be had to the resolution of the UN Security Council in May 2003 (Appendix VI) urging
Member States to take appropriate steps to facilitate the safe return of looted Iraqi cultural property taken
from the Iraq National Museum, the National Library and other locations in Iraq. Despite such pleas the
international antiquities market seems to have continued to trade such looted property in a largely unfettered
manner, as demonstrated by Neil Brodie in Chapter 7.

Fittingly, as referred to in the Preface to this book, the last document contained in the Appendix (Appendix
26) is the “Charter of Courmayeur”, formulated at a ground breaking international workshop on the
protection of cultural property conducted by the International Scientific and Professional Advisory Council
(ISPAC) to the United Nations Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Program in Courmayeur, Italy, in June
1992. The Charter makes mention of many of the instruments contained in the Appendix while also
foreshadowing many of the developments which have taken place in the ensuing two decades designed to
combat illicit trafficking in cultural property through international collaboration and action in the arena of
crime prevention and criminal justice.
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From reader reviews:

Mindy Munson:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know which one you should start with. This Crime in the Art and Antiquities World:
Illegal Trafficking in Cultural Property is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Jacqueline Britt:

The reserve with title Crime in the Art and Antiquities World: Illegal Trafficking in Cultural Property
includes a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This
particular book exist new expertise the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the
world currently. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book
will bring you within new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you
can read it anywhere you want.

Christopher Arnold:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Crime in the Art and Antiquities World: Illegal Trafficking in Cultural Property the mind will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be your
mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a reserve then become one web form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get prior to. The Crime in the Art and Antiquities World: Illegal
Trafficking in Cultural Property giving you yet another experience more than blown away the mind but also
giving you useful details for your better life with this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern is
your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a. Do you want to
try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Ann Ginsberg:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. That Crime in the Art and Antiquities World: Illegal
Trafficking in Cultural Property can give you a lot of buddies because by you investigating this one book
you have matter that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This kind of book can
be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't
recognize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let
us have Crime in the Art and Antiquities World: Illegal Trafficking in Cultural Property.
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