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How do politics and religion point to each other in a way that respects the integrity of both? Why are reason
and revelation not in absolute opposition to each other? Political philosophy asks questions such as these that
seem to call forth responses that do not come from politics alone. In seeking the answers, James V. Schall
presents, in a convincing and articulate manner, the revelational contribution to political philosophy,
particularly that which comes out of the Roman Catholic tradition. In At the Limits of Political Philosophy he
fills the need for a sustained account of the higher reaches of political philosophy, where questions arising
within the discipline bring it to its own limits.
In the first section of the book, Schall points out what Leo Strauss called the "brilliant errors" that have
arisen in the history of political philosophy and provides sober responses to those errors. He insists that
neither the reality of evil nor the possibility of good within the city is completely explained within political
philosophy, and he calls on political philosophy to acknowledge and respect its own boundaries.

Schall maintains that a noncontradictory unity exists among three aspects of political philosophy?the
problem of evil, the problem of virtue, and the problem of contemplation of the highest things. Thus in the
second section of his book he moves to a discussion of "imperfect and dire conditions of human existence":
death, evil, suffering, injustice, hell. He espouses a "political realism" that understands them to be permanent
realities in this world, realities that cannot be eliminated by human means.

The third section treats the death of Socrates, the death of Christ, and the reality and meaning of happiness
and of virtue. Schall examines the two deaths to show how ultimate issues arise within particular political
instances and how they lead people to ask those questions about happiness and virtue that reveal the higher
calling of human life. He maintains that political philosophy cannot be consistent with itself and not think
about these higher realities. Finally, Schall addresses science, law, and friendship, which raise questions of
truth, good, and love that are not adequately understood if viewed only in their political contexts. These are
ideas that point to the deepest meaning of human experience; their uncommon importance requires political
philosophy to consider them.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:

James V. Schall, S.J., holds master's degrees in philosophy and in sacred theology, and a Ph.D. in political
philosophy. He is professor of government at Georgetown University and the author of numerous books and
articles in the field of political philosophy.

PRAISE FOR THE BOOK:

"An attentive reader will get from this stimulating book wise instruction on what is worth fighting for and on
the limits of the possible in political action."?Eugene D. Genovese, Washington Times



"This thoughtful book . . . provokes all of us, whether believer or unbeliever, to confront again or for the first
time, the insoluble mystery that is reason and Revelation."?Daniel J. Mahoney, Crisis

"Professors only very rarely possess Schall's combination of erudition, thoughtfulness, clarity, and self-
confidence. Only a great teacher could have written this immensely instructive book."?Peter Augustine
Lawler, Perspectives on Political Science

"One of the treats in store for Fr. Schall's readers is the facility with which he has learned to introduce and
interpret the vast literature of political philosophy and its many cognate fields, and to show how it can
illuminate the questions and problems that confront us today."?John A. Gueguen, The Review of Politics.

"This book pleads eloquently for the restoration of political philosophy to the central position it once
occupied in o
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From reader reviews:

Ciara Wolfe:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This At the Limits of Political Philosophy is
our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want
in this era.

Gregory Throop:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story or their
experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the knowledge about
something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or daughters,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their skill in writing,
they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this At the Limits of
Political Philosophy.

Ricardo Hayward:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect
may doesn't work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in
the outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be At the Limits of Political Philosophy why because the
wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside
or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up
this book.

Carolyn Scott:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This At the Limits of Political Philosophy can
be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date, spending your extra time by
reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the
others?
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