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This beautifully illustrated and profoundly original volume of essays by the New York poet and critic John
Yau mounts one of the most eloquent defenses of the art and vision of Jasper Johns ever written--going well
past tired and traditional Formalist readings of the artist's work to propose a completely new way of reading
them: One that is intensely human. Praised by renowned American art historian and critic Jack Flam as, "a
brilliantly attentive and original reading of Jasper Johns' work," this volume not only makes many aspects of
the artist's work accessible for the first time, but also reveals an emotional tenor to the man whom so many
critics have characterized, wrongly, according to Yau, as aloof or hermetic.
Expanding upon the ideas he laid out in The United States of Jasper Johns, published in 1996 by Zoland
Books, Yau traces the ways that the artist's work conveys a connection to the common experience--a "sense
of life" that encompasses thoughts, memory, consumption, excretion, life, death, time and mortality. Yau's
readings of the works are broadened by statements from conversations between the poet and artist that have
taken place over the course of the last 30 years. Lending to this sense of intimacy, many of the works
collected in this volume come directly from the artist's studio or his private collection, and have rarely been
reproduced before. According to Flam, "John Yau focuses his attention on how the artist's pioneering
paintings relate to life as it is lived--and on what they tell us about what it means to be mortal and alive in
time. Along the way, Yau cuts a much-needed clearing through the tangle of narrowly self-reflexive
interpretations that have plagued so much critical writing on Johns' work during the past half century--
providing a fresh approach and opening our eyes to Johns' accomplishment in revealing ways. This is a
groundbreaking book, written with both precision and passion. It should be read by everyone who cares
about modern painting."
John Yau is a poet and critic. He is the author of several books, including The Passionate Spectator: Essays
on Art and Poetry, Paradiso Diaspora and Borrowed Love Poems, as well as contributions to monographs
and catalogues on Joan Mitchell, Jessica Stockholder, Wifredo Lam and Hiroshi Sugimoto. Since 2004, he
has been the Arts Editor of the Brooklyn Rail. He has taught at the University of California, Berkeley, Yale
University and the Maryland Institute College of Art, and is currently an Associate Professor of Critical
Studies at Mason Gross School of the Arts, Rutgers University. He received a Guggenheim Fellowship in
Poetry in 2006-2007.
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From reader reviews:

Glenn Wallin:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important normally. The book A Thing Among Things: The Art of Jasper Johns was
making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is quite
advantages for you. The e-book A Thing Among Things: The Art of Jasper Johns is not only giving you a lot
more new information but also to become your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your current
spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with all the book A Thing Among Things: The
Art of Jasper Johns. You never experience lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Douglas Stevens:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own
reader with their story or their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of
them is this A Thing Among Things: The Art of Jasper Johns.

Joshua Nichols:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of A Thing Among Things: The Art of
Jasper Johns can give you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one book you have matter that
they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for
you to get success. This e-book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by
knowing more than additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have A Thing
Among Things: The Art of Jasper Johns.

Christopher Wilkerson:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You
can choose the top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is
known as of book A Thing Among Things: The Art of Jasper Johns. You can include your knowledge by it.
Without leaving behind the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you actually happier to
read. It is most critical that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination for a other
place.
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