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A complete and revealing history of the Peace Corps—in time for its fiftieth anniversary
 
On October 14, 1960, at an impromptu speech at the University of Michigan, John F. Kennedy presented an
idea to a crowd of restless students for an organization that would rally American youth in service. Though
the speech lasted barely three minutes, his germ of an idea morphed dramatically into Kennedy’s most
enduring legacy — the Peace Corps. From this offhand campaign remark, shaped speedily by President
Kennedy’s brother-in-law, Sargent Shriver, in 1961, the organization ascended with remarkable excitement
and publicity, attracting the attention of thousands of hopeful young Americans.
 
Not an institutional history, When the World Calls is the first complete and balanced look at the Peace
Corps’s first fifty years. Revelatory and candid, Stanley Meisler’s engaging narrative exposes Washington
infighting, presidential influence, and the Volunteers’ unique struggles abroad. Meisler deftly unpacks the
complicated history with sharp analysis and memorable anecdotes, taking readers on a global trek starting
with the historic first contingent of Volunteers to Ghana on August 30, 1961.
 
The Peace Corps has served as an American emblem for world peace and friendship, yet few realize that it
has sometimes tilted its agenda to meet the demands of the White House. Tracing its history through the past
nine presidential administrations, Meisler discloses, for instance, how Lyndon Johnson became furious when
Volunteers opposed his invasion of the Dominican Republic; he reveals how Richard Nixon literally tried to
destroy the Peace Corps, and how Ronald Reagan endeavored to make it an instrument of foreign policy in
Central America. But somehow the ethos of the Peace Corps endured, largely due to the perseverance of the
200,000 Volunteers themselves, whose shared commitment to effect positive global change has been a
constant in one of our most complex—and valued—institutions.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Campbell:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Beside
that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book When the World Calls: The Inside Story of the Peace
Corps and Its First Fifty Years will make you to be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if
you can know about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading a book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited
book with you?

Barbara Gunter:

This When the World Calls: The Inside Story of the Peace Corps and Its First Fifty Years book is not really
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is
actually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you
actually read a lot of information you will get. This kind of When the World Calls: The Inside Story of the
Peace Corps and Its First Fifty Years without we realize teach the one who reading it become critical in
imagining and analyzing. Don't end up being worry When the World Calls: The Inside Story of the Peace
Corps and Its First Fifty Years can bring whenever you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even phone. This When the
World Calls: The Inside Story of the Peace Corps and Its First Fifty Years having fine arrangement in word
along with layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Clarence Delapaz:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of
you maybe may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This When the World Calls:
The Inside Story of the Peace Corps and Its First Fifty Years is our recommendation to make you keep up
with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Marcie Johnson:

You can spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This When the World Calls: The Inside Story of
the Peace Corps and Its First Fifty Years is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train
along with soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the actual e-
book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. So there are a lot
of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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