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This book is the first to chronicle the story of Housing First (HF), a paradigm-shifting evidence-based
approach to ending homelessness that began in New York City in 1992 and rapidly spread to other cities
nationally and internationally. The authors report on the rise of a 'homeless industry' of shelters and
transitional housing programs that the HF approach directly challenged by rejecting the usual demands of
treatment, sobriety and housing readiness. Based upon principles of consumer choice, harm reduction and
immediate access to permanent independent housing in the community, HF was initially greeted with
skepticism and resistance from the 'industry'. However, rigorous experiments testing HF against 'usual care'
produced consistent findings that the approach produced greater housing stability, lower use of drugs, and
alcohol and cost savings. This evidence base, in conjunction with media accounts of HF's success, led to
widespread adoption in the U.S., Canada, Western Europe, and Australia.

The book traces the history of homelessness and the rapid growth of the publically funded homeless industry,
an amalgam of religious and philanthropic organizations, advocacy groups, and non-profits that were
insufficient to stem the tide of homelessness resulting from dramatic reductions in affordable housing in the
1980s and continuing to the present day. The authors summarize research findings on HF and include a
chapter of personal stories of individuals who have experienced HF.

Unique to this book is the participation of the founder of HF (Tsemberis) and well-known research on HF by
the co-authors (Padgett and Henwood). Also unique is the deployment of theories-organizational,
institutional and implementation-to conceptually frame the rise of HF and its wide adoption as well as the
resistance that arose in some places. Highly readable yet informative and scholarly, this book addresses
wider issues of innovation and systems change in social and human services.
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From reader reviews:

Sam Holmes:

In other case, little folks like to read book Housing First: Ending Homelessness, Transforming Systems, and
Changing Lives. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about
how is important a new book Housing First: Ending Homelessness, Transforming Systems, and Changing
Lives. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right,
since from book you can learn everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be
known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can easily open a
book or perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel uninterested
to go to the library. Let's learn.

Megan Fairbanks:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer could be Housing First: Ending Homelessness, Transforming Systems, and
Changing Lives why because the great cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint you actually. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

John Glass:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Housing First:
Ending Homelessness, Transforming Systems, and Changing Lives which is getting the e-book version. So ,
why not try out this book? Let's view.

Jeff Keenan:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is referred to as of
book Housing First: Ending Homelessness, Transforming Systems, and Changing Lives. You can contribute
your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you happier
to read. It is most important that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one location to other
place.
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