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The Holy Roman Empire lasted a thousand years, far longer than ancient Rome. Yet this formidable
dominion never inspired the awe of its predecessor. Voltaire distilled the disdain of generations when he
quipped it was neither holy, Roman, nor an empire. Yet as Peter Wilson shows, the Holy Roman Empire tells
a millennial story of Europe better than the histories of individual nation-states. And its legacy can be seen
today in debates over the nature of the European Union.

Heart of Europe traces the Empire from its origins within Charlemagne’s kingdom in 800 to its demise in
1806. By the mid-tenth century its core rested in the German kingdom, and ultimately its territory stretched
from France and Denmark to Italy and Poland. Yet the Empire remained stubbornly abstract, with no fixed
capital and no common language or culture. The source of its continuity and legitimacy was the ideal of a
unified Christian civilization, but this did not prevent emperors from clashing with the pope over
supremacy?the nadir being the sack of Rome in 1527 that killed 147 Vatican soldiers.

Though the title of Holy Roman Emperor retained prestige, rising states such as Austria and Prussia wielded
power in a way the Empire could not. While it gradually lost the flexibility to cope with political, economic,
and social changes, the Empire was far from being in crisis until the onslaught of the French revolutionary
wars, when a crushing defeat by Napoleon at Austerlitz compelled Francis II to dissolve his realm.
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From reader reviews:

Lavinia Arthur:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Heart of Europe: A History of the Holy Roman Empire. Try to make
book Heart of Europe: A History of the Holy Roman Empire as your buddy. It means that it can to get your
friend when you truly feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very
fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know almost
everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience and knowledge with this book.

William Devine:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or
something that they don't would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book Heart
of Europe: A History of the Holy Roman Empire. All type of book could you see on many sources. You can
look for the internet methods or other social media.

Cherry Simard:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is this Heart of
Europe: A History of the Holy Roman Empire.

Shawn Hoffman:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Heart of Europe: A History of the Holy
Roman Empire e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
writing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt Heart of Europe: A History of the
Holy Roman Empire as good book but not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one e-book
that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this
kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.
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