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With his parting words "I shall return," General Douglas MacArthur sealed the fate of the last American
forces on Bataan. Yet one young Army Captain named Russell Volckmann refused to surrender. He
disappeared into the jungles of north Luzon where he raised a Filipino army of over 22,000 men. For the next
three years he led a guerrilla war against the Japanese, killing over 50,000 enemy soldiers. At the same time
he established radio contact with MacArthur's HQ in Australia and directed Allied forces to key enemy
positions. When General Yamashita finally surrendered, he made his initial overtures not to MacArthur, but
to Volckmann.

This book establishes how Volckmann's leadership was critical to the outcome of the war in the Philippines.
His ability to synthesize the realities and potential of guerrilla warfare led to a campaign that rendered
Yamashita's forces incapable of repelling the Allied invasion. Had it not been for Volckmann, the Americans
would have gone in "blind" during their counter-invasion, reducing their efforts to a trial-and-error campaign
that would undoubtedly have cost more lives, materiel, and potentially stalled the pace of the entire Pacific
War.

Second, this book establishes Volckmann as the progenitor of modern counterinsurgency doctrine and the
true "Father" of Army Special Forces- a title that history has erroneously awarded to Colonel Aaron Bank of
the ETO. In 1950, Volckmann wrote two Army field manuals: "Operations Against Guerrilla Forces" and
"Organization and Conduct of Guerrilla Warfare," though today few realize he was their author. Together,
they became the Army's first handbooks outlining the precepts for both special warfare and counter-guerrilla
operations. Taking his argument directly to the Army Chief of Staff, Volckmann outlined the concept for
Army Special Forces. At a time when U.S. military doctrine was conventional in outlook, he marketed the
ideas of guerrilla warfare as a critical force multiplier for any future conflict, ultimately securing the
establishment of the Army's first special operations unit-the 10th Special Forces Group.

Volckmann himself remains a shadowy figure in modern military history, his name absent from every major
biography on MacArthur, and in much of the Special Forces literature. Yet as modest, even secretive, as
Volckmann was during his career, it is difficult to imagine a man whose heroic initiative had more impact on
World War II. This long overdue book not only chronicles the dramatic military exploits of Russell
Volckmann, but analyzes how his leadership paved the way for modern special warfare doctrine.

Mike Guardia, a veteran of the United States Army, is also author of "Shadow Commander," about the career
of Donald Blackburn and "Hal Moore: A Soldier Once...and Always," about the life and career of Harold G.
Moore, the famed commander at the Battle of Ia Drang.
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From reader reviews:

Kathleen Elder:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a reserve. Book
has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Close to that you
can your reading skill was fluently. A book American Guerrilla: The Forgotten Heroics of Russell W.
Volckmannthe Man Who Escaped from Bataan, Raised a Filipino Army against the Japanese, and became
the True "Father" of Army Special Forces will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think that will open or reading any book
make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book
or suitable book with you?

Nellie Kim:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with their story
or their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are
many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their talent in writing,
they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this American Guerrilla:
The Forgotten Heroics of Russell W. Volckmannthe Man Who Escaped from Bataan, Raised a Filipino
Army against the Japanese, and became the True "Father" of Army Special Forces.

Jeffrey Baptiste:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this guide. This American Guerrilla: The Forgotten
Heroics of Russell W. Volckmannthe Man Who Escaped from Bataan, Raised a Filipino Army against the
Japanese, and became the True "Father" of Army Special Forces is simple to deliver you can read it in the
area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the printed book, you can
buy the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Thus
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Eric Valentine:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book American Guerrilla: The
Forgotten Heroics of Russell W. Volckmannthe Man Who Escaped from Bataan, Raised a Filipino Army
against the Japanese, and became the True "Father" of Army Special Forces to make your current reading is
interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose



simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to
be very first opinion for you to like to open up a book and study it. Beside that the reserve American
Guerrilla: The Forgotten Heroics of Russell W. Volckmannthe Man Who Escaped from Bataan, Raised a
Filipino Army against the Japanese, and became the True "Father" of Army Special Forces can to be your
friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of this time.
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