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Change for us came so unexpectedly. One day my father was stalking the family as he had done for most of
our lives, skulking from room to room, accompanied by a menacing silence that we had long ago accepted.
And then he was gone.
 
Shadowboxing is a collection of ten linked stories in the life of a boy growing up in the inner-Melbourne
suburb of Fitzroy in the 1960s. A beautifully rendered time capsule, it captures a period of decay, turmoil
and change through innocent, unblinking eyes.
 
Michael’s family, led by his long-suffering mother, live as though under siege, surviving his father’s
drinking and rage as well as the forces of "urban renewal." Their neighborhood is a world of simple
pleasures as well as random brutality; of family life and love as well as violence and tragedy. As Michael
experiences all this with a combination of wonder and fear, he matures into a sensitive adult who can forgive
but never forget.
 
Shadowboxing is a riveting story of loss and permanence, power and weakness, stoicism and resistance.
 
In the tradition of John Morrison, it captures the essence of working-class life in inner-city Australia. Written
in a spare, understated style that carries a surprisingly powerful emotional impact, Shadowboxing is a
brilliant debut.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Cushman:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Shadowboxing.

Rebecca Burks:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Shadowboxing. You can choose the best book if you
like reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a book Shadowboxing. You can add
information and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you
can realize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known. About
simple point until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book or even
searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library.
Let's go through.

Rita Hackett:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Shadowboxing, you could tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours book. Your knowledge
can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Janice Oconnell:

The book with title Shadowboxing contains a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of
gain after read this book. This specific book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this reserve
represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement
of the world. This specific book will bring you with new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on
your own smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.
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