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At a public picnic in the South in the 1890s, a young man paid five cents for his first chance to hear the
revolutionary Edison talking machine. He eagerly listened as the soundman placed the needle down, only to
find that through the tubes he held to his ears came the chilling sounds of a lynching. In this story, with its
blend of new technology and old hatreds, genteel picnic and mob violence, Edward Ayers captures the
history of the South in the years between Reconstruction and the turn of the century--a combination of
progress and reaction that defined the contradictory promise of the New South.
Ranging from the Georgia coast to the Tennessee mountains, from the power brokers to tenant farmers,
Ayers depicts a land of startling contrasts--a time of progress and repression, of new industries and old ways.
Ayers takes us from remote Southern towns, revolutionized by the spread of the railroads, to the statehouses
where Democratic "Redeemers" swept away the legacy of Reconstruction; from the small farmers, trapped
into growing nothing but cotton, to the new industries of Birmingham; from abuse and intimacy in the family
to tumultuous public meetings of the prohibitionists. He explores every aspect of society, politics, and the
economy, detailing the importance of each in the emerging New South. Here is the local Baptist
congregation, the country store, the tobacco-stained second-class railroad car, the rise of Populism: the
teeming, nineteenth-century South comes to life in these pages. And central to the entire story is the role of
race relations, from alliances and friendships between blacks and whites to the spread of Jim Crow laws and
disenfranchisement. Ayers weaves all these details into the contradictory story of the New South, showing
how the region developed the patterns it was to follow for the next fifty years.
When Edward Ayers published Vengeance and Justice, a landmark study of crime and punishment in the
nineteenth-century South, he received wide acclaim. Now he provides an unforgettable account of the New
South--a land with one foot in the future and the other in the past.
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From reader reviews:

Darren Marshall:

Inside other case, little people like to read book The Promise of the New South: Life After Reconstruction.
You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about how is important any
book The Promise of the New South: Life After Reconstruction. You can add knowledge and of course you
can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can know everything!
From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you
may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-
book. You can use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

Nikki Jones:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is high. To
suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of The Promise of the New South:
Life After Reconstruction book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just
a book.

Millard Espinoza:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider any time
those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen with you if you take The Promise of the New South: Life After Reconstruction as the daily
resource information.

Gerald Velasco:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting The Promise of the New
South: Life After Reconstruction that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading
this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world much
better then how they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the
geeky individual but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start
reading through as your good habit, it is possible to pick The Promise of the New South: Life After
Reconstruction become your personal starter.
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