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Part memoir and part education (or lack thereof), The Know-It-All chronicles NPR contributor A.J. Jacobs's
hilarious, enlightening, and seemingly impossible quest to read the Encyclopaedia Britannica from A to Z.

33,000 PAGES
44 MILLION WORDS
10 BILLION YEARS OF HISTORY
1 OBSESSED MAN

To fill the ever-widening gaps in his Ivy League education, A.J. Jacobs sets for himself the daunting task of
reading all thirty-two volumes of the Encyclopaedia Britannica. His wife, Julie, tells him it's a waste of time,
his friends believe he is losing his mind, and his father, a brilliant attorney who had once attempted the same
feat and quit somewhere around Borneo, is encouraging but unconvinced.

With self-deprecating wit and a disarming frankness, The Know-It-All recounts the unexpected and comically
disruptive effects Operation Encyclopedia has on every part of Jacobs's life -- from his newly minted
marriage to his complicated relationship with his father and the rest of his charmingly eccentric New York
family to his day job as an editor at Esquire. Jacobs's project tests the outer limits of his stamina and forces
him to explore the real meaning of intelligence as he endeavors to join Mensa, win a spot on Jeopardy!, and
absorb 33,000 pages of learning. On his journey he stumbles upon some of the strangest, funniest, and most
profound facts about every topic under the sun, all while battling fatigue, ridicule, and the paralyzing fear
that attends his first real-life responsibility -- the impending birth of his first child.

The Know-It-All is an ingenious, mightily entertaining memoir of one man's intellect, neuroses, and
obsessions, and a struggle between the all-consuming quest for factual knowledge and the undeniable gift of
hard-won wisdom.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Francis:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't need
do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Know-It-All: One Man's Humble Quest
to Become the Smartest Person in the World. All type of book are you able to see on many options. You can
look for the internet sources or other social media.

Kermit Moors:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title The Know-It-All:
One Man's Humble Quest to Become the Smartest Person in the World suitable to you? Typically the book
was written by well known writer in this era. The book untitled The Know-It-All: One Man's Humble Quest
to Become the Smartest Person in the Worldis one of several books this everyone read now. That book was
inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimensions that
you ever know ahead of. The author explained their thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can
easily to understand the core of this reserve. This book will give you a great deal of information about this
world now. To help you see the represented of the world within this book.

Mary Christensen:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Know-It-All: One Man's Humble Quest to
Become the Smartest Person in the World can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Janice Hayes:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that question was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually The Know-
It-All: One Man's Humble Quest to Become the Smartest Person in the World.
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