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Founded in Eastern Europe in the eighteenth century, the Hasidic movement and its religious thinking have
dramatically transformed modern Judaism. The figure of the Ba’al Shem Tov (known in acronym form as the
BeSHT)—the purported founder of the Hasidic movement—has fascinated scholars, Jewish philosophers,
and laypeople interested in popular Jewish mysticism in general and the contemporary Hasidic movement in
all its variety.

In this volume, Etkes enters a rich and heated debate over the origins of the movement, as well as the
historicity of its mythic founder, Rabbi Israel Ba’al Shem Tov, who lived much of his life as a miracle
worker. The eighteenth century, as Etkes vividly portrays, was the heyday of the kabbalists, who dabbled in
the magical power of letters and words to solve personal and communal problems—and to earn a living.
Etkes sheds light on the personality of the Besht, on his mysticism, and on his close circle of followers. But
equally important, he challenges the popular myth of the Besht as a childlike mystic, wandering the fields in
prayer, seeing visions and engaging in acts of godliness and piety. Although Etkes shows great empathy for
his subject, the Besht who emerges in these pages is much more down to earth, much more a man of his
times. Indeed, according to Etkes, it was never the intention of the Besht to found a religious movement.

Etkes looks at the Besht’s mystical roots, examining him not only from the vantage point of a social
historian, but as a religious figure. Moshe Rosman, author of Founder of Hasidism, a biography of the Besht,
claims that In Praise of the Besht—a volume published about the Besht in 1814, many years after his death,
which portrayed his character by means of stories told by his close followers—could not be a reliable source.
Etkes, disputing this claim, shows definitively that this well-known text (translated and interpreted by,
among others, Martin Buber) may indeed offer trustworthy accounts of the Besht’s life and thinking.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Grinder:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that
question mainly because just their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this specific The Besht:
Magician, Mystic, and Leader (The Tauber Institute Series for the Study of European Jewry) to read.

Thomas Moore:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot
of new facts. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways
to share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this The Besht: Magician, Mystic, and Leader (The Tauber Institute Series for the Study of European Jewry),
you may tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire
different ones, make them reading a guide.

Michael Davis:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is
known as of book The Besht: Magician, Mystic, and Leader (The Tauber Institute Series for the Study of
European Jewry). You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could add
your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about book. It
can bring you from one location to other place.

Susan Negri:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news. On
this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the The Besht: Magician, Mystic, and Leader (The Tauber Institute Series for the Study of
European Jewry) when you essential it?
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