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Collage of Myself presents a groundbreaking account of the creative story behind America’s most celebrated
collection of poems. In the first book-length study of Walt Whitman’s journals and manuscripts, Matt Miller
demonstrates that until approximately 1854 (only a single year before the first publication of Leaves of
Grass), Whitman—who once speculated that Leaves would be a novel or a play—was unaware that his
ambitions would assume the form of poetry at all.
 
Collage of Myself details Whitman’s discovery of a remarkable new creative process that allowed him to
transform a diverse array of texts into poems such as “Song of Myself” and “The Sleepers.” Whitman
embraced an art of fragments that encouraged him to “cut and paste” his lines into ever-evolving forms based
on what he called “spinal ideas.” This approach to language, Miller argues, represents the first major use in
the Western arts of the technique later known as collage, an observation with significant ramifications for our
reception of subsequent artists and writers. Long before the modernists, Whitman integrated found text and
ready-made language into a revolutionary formulation of artistic production that anticipates much of what is
exciting about modern and postmodern art.
 
Using the Walt Whitman Archive’s collection of digital images to study what were previously scattered and
inaccessible manuscript pages, Miller provides a breakthrough in our understanding of this great American
literary icon.
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From reader reviews:

William Jimenes:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't
have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time? What
did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that question because just their
can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start from
on guardería until university need that Collage of Myself: Walt Whitman and the Making of Leaves of Grass
to read.

Kay Young:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than
other is high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular
Collage of Myself: Walt Whitman and the Making of Leaves of Grass book as beginning and daily reading
e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Janice Martin:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name Collage of
Myself: Walt Whitman and the Making of Leaves of Grass suitable to you? Often the book was written by
well-known writer in this era. Often the book untitled Collage of Myself: Walt Whitman and the Making of
Leaves of Grassis the main one of several books that will everyone read now. This specific book was
inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimension that you
ever know ahead of. The author explained their thought in the simple way, consequently all of people can
easily to comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will give you a wide range of information about this
world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Eric Sanders:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This e-book Collage of Myself: Walt Whitman and the Making of Leaves of Grass was filled
concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has diverse feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can
experience enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you just
wanted.
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