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In the lives of ordinary people are the truths of history. Such truths abound in the diaries of Jacob Epp, a
Russian Mennonite school-teacher, lay minister, farmer, and village secretary in southern Ukraine. This
abridged translation of his diaries offers a remarkably vivid picture of Mennonite community life in Imperial
Russia during a period of troubled change. Epp’s writings reveal a skilled and honest diarist of deep feelings,
and tell a human story that no conventional historical account could hope to equal.

The diaries overflow with the details of his workaday world. Family, village, church, and community
routines are broken by trips to market, visits to other Mennonite settlements, and a memorable steamer
voyage to boomtown Odessa on the Black Sea. He chronicles his long-time involvement in an unusual
Imperial experiment in which Mennonites were “model farmers” in Jewish villages.

Harvey L. Dyck places the diaries in their historical, ethnocultural, social, religious, economic, and political
settings. Based on archival research, interviews, travels, and consultations with other scholars, his detailed
and perceptive introduction and analysis trace Jacob Epp’s life and present a sketch and interpretation of his
larger family, community, and Imperial world.

With striking clarity the diaries and introduction together re-create a time and way of life marked by
controversy and flux. They reflect significant facets of the experience of ethno-religious minorities in
Imperial Russia and of the development of the southern Ukrainian frontier. Above all, they fill significant
missing pages of the great community-centred story of Russian Mennonite life.

This book is richly illustrated with maps, black-and-white photographs, and watercolour paintings by
Cornelius Hildebrand, Jacob Epp’s former village school pupil and later brother-in-law.
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From reader reviews:

Kim Gray:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't like looking
at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you will want this A Mennonite in Russia: The Diaries of Jacob D. Epp, 1851-1880 (Tsarist and
Soviet Mennonite Studies).

Sara Burns:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible A Mennonite in
Russia: The Diaries of Jacob D. Epp, 1851-1880 (Tsarist and Soviet Mennonite Studies)? Maybe it is to be
best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can
smarter than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Floyd Alling:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving A Mennonite in Russia:
The Diaries of Jacob D. Epp, 1851-1880 (Tsarist and Soviet Mennonite Studies) that give your satisfaction
preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the
opportinity for people to know world considerably better then how they react towards the world. It can't be
claimed constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to end up
being success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick A
Mennonite in Russia: The Diaries of Jacob D. Epp, 1851-1880 (Tsarist and Soviet Mennonite Studies)
become your own starter.

Brandon Erickson:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need more time to
be go through. A Mennonite in Russia: The Diaries of Jacob D. Epp, 1851-1880 (Tsarist and Soviet
Mennonite Studies) can be your answer given it can be read by you who have those short spare time
problems.
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