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It is not uncommon for white suburban youths to perform rap music, for New York fashion designers to
ransack the world's closets for inspiration, or for Euro-American authors to adopt the voice of a geisha or
shaman. But who really owns these art forms? Is it the community in which they were originally generated,
or the culture that has absorbed them?

While claims of authenticity or quality may prompt some consumers to seek cultural products at their source,
the communities of origin are generally unable to exclude copyists through legal action. Like other works of
unincorporated group authorship, cultural products lack protection under our system of intellectual property
law. But is this legal vacuum an injustice, the lifeblood of American culture, a historical oversight, a result of
administrative incapacity, or all of the above?

Who Owns Culture? offers the first comprehensive analysis of cultural authorship and appropriation within
American law. From indigenous art to Linux, Susan Scafidi takes the reader on a tour of the no-man's-land
between law and culture, pausing to ask: What prompts us to offer legal protection to works of literature, but
not folklore? What does it mean for a creation to belong to a community, especially a diffuse or fractured
one? And is our national culture the product of Yankee ingenuity or cultural kleptomania?

Providing new insights to communal authorship, cultural appropriation, intellectual property law, and the
formation of American culture, this innovative and accessible guide greatly enriches future legal
understanding of cultural production.
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From reader reviews:

James Brady:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Who Owns Culture?: Appropriation and Authenticity in
American Law (Rutgers Series: The Public Life of the Arts). Try to stumble through book Who Owns
Culture?: Appropriation and Authenticity in American Law (Rutgers Series: The Public Life of the Arts) as
your close friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you sense alone and beside regarding
course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you
more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let me make new experience as well as
knowledge with this book.

Wendell Holloway:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book Who Owns Culture?:
Appropriation and Authenticity in American Law (Rutgers Series: The Public Life of the Arts). All type of
book is it possible to see on many options. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Wendy Cort:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some
of you maybe can update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to you is you don't know which you should start with. This Who Owns Culture?: Appropriation and
Authenticity in American Law (Rutgers Series: The Public Life of the Arts) is our recommendation to make
you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Jean McCallum:

This Who Owns Culture?: Appropriation and Authenticity in American Law (Rutgers Series: The Public
Life of the Arts) are usually reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason
of this Who Owns Culture?: Appropriation and Authenticity in American Law (Rutgers Series: The Public
Life of the Arts) can be one of several great books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading
food but feed you with information that maybe will shock your previous knowledge. This book will be
handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed versions.
Beside that this Who Owns Culture?: Appropriation and Authenticity in American Law (Rutgers Series: The
Public Life of the Arts) giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial



run of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.
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