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Beth Conway Shervey examines the cultural consequences of an Equity theatre in a small midwestern farm

town. Although many in the Midwest and beyond know the story of The Little Theatre On The Square in

Sullivan, Illinois, Shervey is the first to consider what the existence of such a theatre means to perceptions of

life in the town. To tell the story of Sullivan and of its star theatre in a cornfield from the perspective of the

residents involved, Shervey uses oral history and and dozens of photographs by David W. Mobley, the

theatre’s longtime photographer.

           

Sullivan resembles most small towns in the Midwest, and The Little Theatre  differs little from most

professional summer stock theatres. Yet taken together, the small town and its theatre are clearly unusual,

and the existence of the theatre obviously alters perceptions of life in the small town.

           

Before the theatre opened in 1957, Sullivan decidedly was a product of its time: the town sported a strong

local chapter of the WCTU, moral people avoided taverns, liberals and Catholics were the minorities, and the

population was predominantly white. While the theatre didn't effect instant change, it did introduce people to

Sullivan who were obviously different.

           

Stars such as Betty Grable, Cesar Romero, Margaret Hamilton, and Pat O'Brien came into town. Aspiring

actors and those behind the scenes also mingled with the residents of Sullivan. As a result, Shervey finds,

Sullivan faced such issues as racism, homophobia, urban liberalism, and alcohol consumption at a much

faster rate than similar towns. For some, the theatre disrupted a sense of the normal; for others, the theatre

made life in Sullivan different and interesting, breaking the restrictive bonds typically associated with small

towns.
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From reader reviews:

Virginia Benoit:

This The Little Theatre on the Square: Four Decades of a Small-Town Equity Theatre book is not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of
information you will get. This The Little Theatre on the Square: Four Decades of a Small-Town Equity
Theatre without we recognize teach the one who looking at it become critical in contemplating and
analyzing. Don't be worry The Little Theatre on the Square: Four Decades of a Small-Town Equity Theatre
can bring any time you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you
can have it inside your lovely laptop even phone. This The Little Theatre on the Square: Four Decades of a
Small-Town Equity Theatre having good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not feel
uninterested in reading.

Jose Shepard:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Little Theatre on the
Square: Four Decades of a Small-Town Equity Theatre is our recommendation to make you keep up with the
world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Eunice Huynh:

This book untitled The Little Theatre on the Square: Four Decades of a Small-Town Equity Theatre to be
one of several books this best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this publication you
can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retailer or you can
order it by using online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this
book, since you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you personally to
past this book from your list.

Sherri King:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the particular book The Little Theatre on the
Square: Four Decades of a Small-Town Equity Theatre to make your current reading is interesting. Your
own skill of reading skill is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you
enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for
you to like to available a book and read it. Beside that the guide The Little Theatre on the Square: Four
Decades of a Small-Town Equity Theatre can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and



confuse using what must you're doing of this time.
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