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As Americans seem bent on dismantling the safety net of the New Deal era, the most popular version of the
culture wars' thesis paints an arguably cosmic battle between defenders of religious orthodoxy who embrace
laissez-faire capitalism and secular elites who have imposed a Marxist welfare state upon an unsuspecting
populace. Walsh shows that this thesis ignores the role of religious leaders in legitimizing the types of
programs embodied in America's approach to the welfare state.

Walsh explores the arguments of William Jennings Bryan, America's foremost fundamentalist who opposed
the Social Darwinism often associated with the defense of laissez-faire capitalism, John Ryan, the Catholic
priest whose writings foreshadowed Roosevelt's New Deal legislation, Reinhold Niebuhr, the influential
mainstream Protestant leader who defended America's Cold War strategy of containment while opposing
laissez-faire capitalism, and the arguments of influential African American Protestant and Jewish leaders.
Finally he looks at the role of religious leaders in the contemporary debates over issues such as health care
and welfare reform. Whenever possible, the relationship between the official views of the religious leaders is
analyzed in light of the opinions and voting patterns of their constituents. The opinions and voting patterns of
secular Americans are also contrasted to those of religious Americans. Of particular interest to scholars,
students, and general readers concerned with the role of religion in American politics.
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From reader reviews:

Leticia Cantrell:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title Religion,
Economics, and Public Policy: Ironies, Tragedies, and Absurdities of the Contemporary Culture Wars
suitable to you? Often the book was written by well-known writer in this era. The book untitled Religion,
Economics, and Public Policy: Ironies, Tragedies, and Absurdities of the Contemporary Culture Warsis one
of several books this everyone read now. This particular book was inspired lots of people in the world. When
you read this e-book you will enter the new shape that you ever know previous to. The author explained their
thought in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand the core of this reserve. This book will
give you a large amount of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world
with this book.

Stacey Lawrence:

The guide with title Religion, Economics, and Public Policy: Ironies, Tragedies, and Absurdities of the
Contemporary Culture Wars includes a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of gain
after read this book. This specific book exist new information the information that exist in this reserve
represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of
the world. This kind of book will bring you throughout new era of the internationalization. You can read the
e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Myrtle McDonald:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Religion, Economics, and Public
Policy: Ironies, Tragedies, and Absurdities of the Contemporary Culture Wars can be the answer, oh how
comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this
completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Richard Starkes:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are
more valuable than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that.
What you need to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books.
One of many books in the top list in your reading list will be Religion, Economics, and Public Policy:
Ironies, Tragedies, and Absurdities of the Contemporary Culture Wars. This book and that is qualified as The
Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking way up and review this
book you can get many advantages.
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