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A finalist for the Sheridan Morley Prize that has been called "probably the best Olivier book for general
readers" (Kirkus Reviews), Philip Ziegler's Olivier provides an incredibly accessible and comprehensive
portrait of this Hollywood superstar, Oscar-winning director, and one who is considered the greatest stage
actor of the twentieth century. The era abounded in great actors--Gielgud, Richardson, Guinness, Burton,
O'Toole--but none could challenge Laurence Olivier's range and power. By the 1940s he had achieved
international stardom. His affair with Vivien Leigh led to a marriage as glamorous and as tragic as any in
Hollywood history. He was as accomplished a director as he was a leading man: his three Shakespearian
adaptations are among the most memorable ever filmed.

And yet, at the height of his fame, he accepted what was no more than an administrator's wage to become the
founding Director of the National Theatre. In 2013 the theatre celebrates its fiftieth anniversary; without
Olivier's leadership it would never have achieved the status that it enjoys today. Off-stage, Olivier was the
most extravagant of characters: generous, yet almost insanely jealous of those few contemporaries whom he
deemed to be his rivals; charming but with a ferocious temper. With access to more than fifty hours of
candid, unpublished interviews, Ziegler ensures that Olivier's true character--at its most undisguised--shines
through as never before.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Trimble:

This Olivier book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get
by reading this book is definitely information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get information
which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This particular Olivier without we
comprehend teach the one who studying it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't be worry
Olivier can bring if you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can
have it in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This Olivier having fine arrangement in word in addition to
layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Andrew Howe:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with their story
as well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their talent in writing,
they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them is this Olivier.

Donald Labelle:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking Olivier that give your
enjoyment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said
as the opportinity for people to know world much better then how they react toward the world. It can't be
explained constantly that reading routine only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to be
success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, you are able to pick
Olivier become your starter.

Mae Marks:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Olivier is simple to bring you can
read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have got much space to bring often the
printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the particular
book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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