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Confucius called them the “king of fragrant plants,” and John Ruskin condemned them as “prurient
apparitions.” Across the centuries, orchids have captivated us with their elaborate exoticism, their powerful
perfumes, and their sublime seductiveness.
But the disquieting beauty of orchids is an unplanned marvel of evolution, and the story of orchids is as
captivating as any novel. As acclaimed writer Michael Pollan and National Geographic photographer
Christian Ziegler spin tales of orchid conquest in Deceptive Beauties: The World of Wild Orchids, we learn
how these flowers can survive and thrive in the harshest of environments, from tropical cloud forests to the
Arctic, from semi-deserts to rocky mountainsides; how their shapes, colors, and scents are, as Darwin put it,
“beautiful contrivances” meant to dupe pollinating male insects in the strangest ways. What other flowers,
after all, can mimic the pheromones and even appearance of female insects, so much so that some male bees
prefer sex with the orchids over sex with their own kind?
            And insects aren’t the only ones to fall for the orchids’ charms. Since the “orchidelirium” of the
Victorian era, humans have braved the wilds to search them out and devoted copious amounts of time and
money propagating and hybridizing, nurturing and simply gazing at them. This astonishing book features
over 150 unprecedented color photographs taken by Christian Ziegler himself as he trekked through
wilderness on five continents to capture the diversity and magnificence of orchids in their natural habitats.
His intimate and astonishing images allow us to appreciate up close nature’s most intoxicating and deceptive
beauties.
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From reader reviews:

Sandy Gonsalves:

The reason why? Because this Deceptive Beauties: The World of Wild Orchids is an unordinary book that
the inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you with the secret the idea
inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such incredible way
makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning completely.
So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This book will
give you a lot of advantages than the other book have such as help improving your ability and your critical
thinking technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will go to the publication
store hurriedly.

Marvin Seto:

Beside this Deceptive Beauties: The World of Wild Orchids in your phone, it can give you a way to get more
close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from the
oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow small town. It is good thing
to have Deceptive Beauties: The World of Wild Orchids because this book offers for you readable
information. Do you sometimes have book but you rarely get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on,
that won't happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable,
similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it
from at this point!

Cathleen Read:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but also novel and Deceptive Beauties: The World of Wild Orchids or
even others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel
want to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those
ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside science reserve, any other book
likes Deceptive Beauties: The World of Wild Orchids to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many
types of book like this one.

Leslie Mickle:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. Through the book Deceptive Beauties: The World of Wild Orchids we can take more advantage.
Don't that you be creative people? For being creative person must love to read a book. Only choose the best
book that appropriate with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with that book Deceptive



Beauties: The World of Wild Orchids. You can more pleasing than now.
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