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In August 1981, the Professional Air Traffic Controllers Organization (PATCO) called an illegal strike. The
new president, Ronald Reagan, fired the strikers, establishing a reputation for both decisiveness and hostility
to organized labor. As Joseph A. McCartin writes, the strike was the culmination of two decades of
escalating conflict between controllers and the government that stemmed from the high-pressure nature of
the job and the controllers' inability to negotiate with their employer over vital issues. PATCO's fall not only
ushered in a long period of labor decline; it also served as a harbinger of the campaign against public sector
unions that now roils American politics.

Now available in paperback, Collision Course sets the strike within a vivid panorama of the rise of the
world's busiest air-traffic control system. It begins with an arresting account of the 1960 midair collision
over New York that cost 134 lives and exposed the weaknesses of an overburdened system. Through the
stories of controllers like Mike Rock and Jack Maher, who were galvanized into action by that disaster and
went on to found PATCO, it describes the efforts of those who sought to make the airways safer and fought
to win a secure place in the American middle class. It climaxes with the story of Reagan and the controllers,
who surprisingly endorsed the Republican on the promise that he would address their grievances. That brief,
fateful alliance triggered devastating miscalculations that changed America, forging patterns that still govern
the nation's labor politics.

Written with an eye for detail and a grasp of the vast consequences of the PATCO conflict for both air travel
and America's working class, Collision Course is a stunning achievement.
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From reader reviews:

John Mullen:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Collision Course: Ronald Reagan,
the Air Traffic Controllers, and the Strike that Changed America guide written by well-known writer we are
excited for well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written
throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own
personal hunger then you still uncertainty Collision Course: Ronald Reagan, the Air Traffic Controllers, and
the Strike that Changed America as good book not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one
reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick
this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet another
sixth sense.

Clarissa Holland:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the books in
the top collection in your reading list is definitely Collision Course: Ronald Reagan, the Air Traffic
Controllers, and the Strike that Changed America. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can
get you closer in getting precious person. By looking right up and review this reserve you can get many
advantages.

Timothy Wingo:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book Collision Course: Ronald Reagan, the Air
Traffic Controllers, and the Strike that Changed America was multi-colored and of course has pictures
around. As we know that book Collision Course: Ronald Reagan, the Air Traffic Controllers, and the Strike
that Changed America has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or
Detective Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book
are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book in your
case and try to like reading that will.

Ann David:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book Collision Course: Ronald Reagan, the Air
Traffic Controllers, and the Strike that Changed America to make your current reading is interesting. Your
personal skill of reading skill is developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make
you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea about book and reading through especially. It is to be 1st opinion
for you to like to open a book and go through it. Beside that the guide Collision Course: Ronald Reagan, the



Air Traffic Controllers, and the Strike that Changed America can to be your new friend when you're truly
feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of this time.
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