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What was “real socialism”—the term which originated in twentieth-century socialist societies for the purpose
of distinguishing them from abstract, theoretical socialism? In this volume, Michael A. Lebowitz considers
the nature, tendencies, and contradictions of those societies. Beginning with the constant presence of
shortages within “real socialism,” Lebowitz searches for the inner relations which generate these patterns. He
finds these, in particular, in what he calls “vanguard relations of production,” a relation which takes the
apparent form of a social contract where workers obtain benefits not available to their counterparts in
capitalism but lack the power to decide within the workplace and society.

While these societies were able to claim major achievements in areas from health care to education to
popular culture, the separation of thinking and doing prevented workers from developing their capacities as
fully developed human beings. The relationship within “real socialism” between the vanguard as conductor
and a conducted working class, however, did not only lead to the deformation of workers and those elements
necessary for the building of socialism; it also created the conditions in which enterprise managers emerged
as an incipient capitalist class, which was an immediate source of the crises of “real socialism.” As he argued
in The Socialist Alternative: Real Human Development, Lebowitz stresses the necessity to go beyond the
hierarchy inherent in the relation of conductor and conducted (and beyond the “vanguard Marxism” which
supports this) to create the conditions in which people can transform themselves through their conscious
cooperation and practice—i.e., a society of free and associated producers.
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From reader reviews:

Stephen Stover:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled The Contradictions of "Real Socialism": The Conductor and the
Conducted. Try to make book The Contradictions of "Real Socialism": The Conductor and the Conducted as
your friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you feel alone and beside associated with course
make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you a lot more
confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we should make new experience and
knowledge with this book.

Judith Jordan:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the story how
the character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When
you read this The Contradictions of "Real Socialism": The Conductor and the Conducted, you are able to
tells your family, friends along with soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre,
make them reading a book.

Wendell Darnell:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
okay you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The
Contradictions of "Real Socialism": The Conductor and the Conducted which is obtaining the e-book
version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Violet Shook:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news. In this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just searching
for the The Contradictions of "Real Socialism": The Conductor and the Conducted when you desired it?
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