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Why do we need new art? How free is the artist in making? And why is the artist, and particularly the poet, a
figure of freedom in Western culture? The MacArthur Award–winning poet and critic Susan Stewart ponders
these questions in The Poet’s Freedom. Through a series of evocative essays, she not only argues that
freedom is necessary to making and is itself something made, but also shows how artists give rules to their
practices and model a self-determination that might serve in other spheres of work.

Stewart traces the ideas of freedom and making through insightful readings of an array of Western
philosophers and poets—Plato, Homer, Marx, Heidegger, Arendt, Dante, and Coleridge are among her key
sources. She begins by considering the theme of making in the Hebrew Scriptures, examining their accountof
a god who creates the world and leaves humans free to rearrange and reform the materials of nature. She
goes on to follow the force of moods, sounds, rhythms, images, metrical rules, rhetorical traditions, the traps
of the passions, and the nature of language in the cycle of making and remaking. Throughout the book she
weaves the insight that the freedom to reverse any act of artistic making is as essential as the freedom to
create.
 
A book about the pleasures of making and thinking as means of life, The Poet’s Freedom explores and
celebrates the freedom of artists who, working under finite conditions, make considered choices and shape
surprising consequences. This engaging and beautifully written notebook on making will attract anyone
interested in the creation of art and literature.
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From reader reviews:

David McClure:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This The Poet's Freedom: A Notebook on Making book is readable by simply
you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading
experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer of The
Poet's Freedom: A Notebook on Making content conveys objective easily to understand by many people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different such as it. So , do you nonetheless
thinking The Poet's Freedom: A Notebook on Making is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Marcia Ogburn:

You will get this The Poet's Freedom: A Notebook on Making by browse the bookstore or Mall. Only
viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of
this guide are various. Not only by means of written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book
through e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important
to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

William Johnson:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It
is identified as of book The Poet's Freedom: A Notebook on Making. You can add your knowledge by it.
Without causing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is
most essential that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one place to other place.

Eric Kyler:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book The Poet's Freedom: A
Notebook on Making to make your personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading ability is developing
when you such as reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the sensation
about book and examining especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a book and read it.
Beside that the reserve The Poet's Freedom: A Notebook on Making can to be your brand new friend when
you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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