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An environmental History of California during the Gold Rush

Between 1849 and 1874 almost $1 billion in gold was mined in California. With little available capital or
labor, here's how: high-pressure water cannons washed hillsides into sluices that used mercury to trap gold
but let the soil wash away; eventually more than three times the amount of earth moved to make way for the
Panama Canal entered California's rivers, leaving behind twenty tons of mercury every mile?rivers
overflowed their banks and valleys were flooded, the land poisoned. In the rush to wealth, the same chain of
foreseeable consequences reduced California's forests and grasslands.

Not since William Cronon's Nature's Metropolis has a historian so skillfully applied John Muir's
insight?"When we try to pick out anything by itself, we find it hitched to everything else in the universe"?to
the telling of the history of the American West. Beautifully told, this is western environmental history at its
finest.
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From reader reviews:

Alfred Zoeller:

The book Mining California: An Ecological History will bring one to the new experience of reading some
sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to read,
this book very ideal to you. The book Mining California: An Ecological History is much recommended to
you you just read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Charles Stephens:

The book with title Mining California: An Ecological History has lot of information that you can find out it.
You can get a lot of help after read this book. This specific book exist new information the information that
exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to learn how
the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you with new era of the the positive effect. You
can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Amy Petersen:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Mining California: An Ecological
History can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending
your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have
than the others?

Grant Rickard:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that.
What you have to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some
books. One of the books in the top record in your reading list is usually Mining California: An Ecological
History. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious person.
By looking upwards and review this book you can get many advantages.
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