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Luc Sante's Low Life is a portrait of America's greatest city, the riotous and anarchic breeding ground of
modernity. This is not the familiar saga of mansions, avenues, and robber barons, but the messy, turbulent,
often murderous story of the city's slums; the teeming streets--scene of innumerable cons and crimes whose
cramped and overcrowded housing is still a prominent feature of the cityscape.

Low Life voyages through Manhattan from four different directions. Part One examines the actual
topography of Manhattan from 1840 to 1919; Part Two, the era's opportunities for vice and entertainment--
theaters and saloons, opium and cocaine dens, gambling and prostitution; Part Three investigates the forces
of law and order which did and didn't work to contain the illegalities; Part Four counterposes the city's tides
of revolt and idealism against the city as it actually was.

Low Life provides an arresting and entertaining view of what New York was actually like in its salad days.
But it's more than simpy a book about New York. It's one of the most provocative books about urban life
ever written--an evocation of the mythology of the quintessential modern metropolis, which has much to say
not only about New York's past but about the present and future of all cities.
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From reader reviews:

Beverly McKeever:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Low Life: Lures and Snares
of Old New York is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves
what you want and want in this era.

Joseph Mack:

Low Life: Lures and Snares of Old New York can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in
vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The copy writer giving
his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing Low Life: Lures and Snares of Old New York
although doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource data that
maybe you can be one among it. This great information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial
considering.

Samuel Crader:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its handle
may doesn't work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer might be Low Life: Lures and Snares of Old New York why
because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint an individual.
The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly guide you to pick up this book.

Kimberly Plummer:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find book that
need more time to be learn. Low Life: Lures and Snares of Old New York can be your answer because it can
be read by a person who have those short time problems.
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