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When we talk about education today, we tend to avoid the rhetoric of "mastery," with its erotic and
inegalitarian overtones. But the charged personal encounter between master and disciple is precisely what
interests George Steiner in this book, a sustained reflection on the infinitely complex and subtle interplay of
power, trust, and passions in the most profound sorts of pedagogy. Based on Steiner's Norton Lectures on the
art and lore of teaching, Lessons of the Masters evokes a host of exemplary figures, including Socrates and
Plato, Jesus and his disciples, Virgil and Dante, Heloise and Abelard, Tycho Brahe and Johann Kepler, the
Baal Shem Tov, Confucian and Buddhist sages, Edmund Husserl and Martin Heidegger, Nadia Boulanger,
and Knute Rockne.

Pivotal in the unfolding of Western culture are Socrates and Jesus, charismatic masters who left no written
teachings, founded no schools. In the efforts of their disciples, in the passion narratives inspired by their
deaths, Steiner sees the beginnings of the inward vocabulary, the encoded recognitions of much of our moral,
philosophical, and theological idiom. He goes on to consider a diverse array of traditions and disciplines,
recurring throughout to three underlying themes: the master's power to exploit his student's dependence and
vulnerability; the complementary threat of subversion and betrayal of the mentor by his pupil; and the
reciprocal exchange of trust and love, of learning and instruction between master and disciple.

Forcefully written, passionately argued, Lessons of the Masters is itself a masterly testament to the high
vocation and perilous risks undertaken by true teacher and learner alike.
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From reader reviews:

Julia Faulkner:

The book Lessons of the Masters (The Charles Eliot Norton Lectures) can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book Lessons of the
Masters (The Charles Eliot Norton Lectures)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about publication.
But one aim that will book can give many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer
using your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you could give for each other; you could
share all of these. Book Lessons of the Masters (The Charles Eliot Norton Lectures) has simple shape but the
truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by open and read a
guide. So it is very wonderful.

Chad Davis:

This Lessons of the Masters (The Charles Eliot Norton Lectures) are usually reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The reason of this Lessons of the Masters (The Charles Eliot Norton
Lectures) can be among the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple studying
food but feed anyone with information that maybe will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is actually
handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed kinds.
Beside that this Lessons of the Masters (The Charles Eliot Norton Lectures) forcing you to have an enormous
of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your
day task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Deborah Lacey:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics,
and also soon. The Lessons of the Masters (The Charles Eliot Norton Lectures) provide you with a new
experience in reading a book.

Donnie Ned:

Beside this Lessons of the Masters (The Charles Eliot Norton Lectures) in your phone, it could give you a
way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you may got here
is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow small town. It is
good thing to have Lessons of the Masters (The Charles Eliot Norton Lectures) because this book offers for
you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh
come on, that won't happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be



questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book as well as
read it from right now!
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