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Whether embodied in literature, theater, or film, an enduring theme of many artistic works has been the
protagonist’s search for identity. Such quests are typically psychological or spiritual journeys and depicted
on the screen in a variety of manifestations—endeavors embarked upon to address an emotional trauma or to
overcome an obstacle in the hero’s life. Using Jean Cocteau’s La Belle et La Bête as a leitmotif, these
pursuits are discussed by author Maria Garcia as encounters with the “Beast.” At the end of their quests,
heroes are reborn into their new identities, while the Beast disappears, transforms, or dies.

In Cinematic Quests for Identity: The Hero’s Encounter with the Beast, Garcia examines the cinematic
conventions of the male and female search for individuation across several genres. After discussing La Belle
et La Bête, the author looks at a number of films including three iconic male journeys—The Picture of
Dorian Gray, The Searchers, and The Deer Hunter. Additional chapters focus on The Silence of the Lambs,
Bringing Up Baby, The Lady Eve, The Secret of Roan Inish, The Natural, and Moneyball. The book
concludes with a consideration of the three fairy tale films by Catherine Breillat—Fat Girl, Bluebeard, and
The Sleeping Beauty—and the female characters in several Robert Bresson films, including The Trial of Joan
of Arc.

Providing a unique and original perspective on films throughout the world, this provocative book draws upon
Jungian thought, as well as several literary traditions including fairy tales, epic poetry, and Greek and Celtic
mythology. Aimed at scholars of film and film theory, Cinematic Quests for Identity will also appeal to
movie fans interested in a deeper understanding of films that explore a character’s struggle to live a
conscious life.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Pillar:

Often the book Cinematic Quests for Identity: The Hero's Encounter with the Beast has a lot details on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous
author. The writer makes some research just before write this book. This particular book very easy to read
you will get the point easily after scanning this book.

Hae Hughes:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Cinematic Quests for Identity: The
Hero's Encounter with the Beast is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train
along with soon. If you did not include much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the
particular e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. So
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Charlene Stidham:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those ebooks have
many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. Through the book
Cinematic Quests for Identity: The Hero's Encounter with the Beast we can take more advantage. Don't that
you be creative people? For being creative person must like to read a book. Simply choose the best book that
suitable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life by this book Cinematic Quests for
Identity: The Hero's Encounter with the Beast. You can more inviting than now.

Shirley Henderson:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news. On this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social including
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for the
Cinematic Quests for Identity: The Hero's Encounter with the Beast when you needed it?
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