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From antebellum slavery to the twenty-first century, African American funeral directors have orchestrated
funerals or “homegoing” ceremonies with dignity and pageantry. As entrepreneurs in a largely segregated
trade, they were among the few black individuals in any community who were economically independent
and not beholden to the local white power structure. Most important, their financial freedom gave them the
ability to support the struggle for civil rights and, indeed, to serve the living as well as bury the dead.

During the Jim Crow era, black funeral directors relied on racial segregation to secure their foothold in
America’s capitalist marketplace. With the dawning of the civil rights age, these entrepreneurs were drawn
into the movement to integrate American society, but were also uncertain how racial integration would affect
their business success. From the beginning, this tension between personal gain and community service
shaped the history of African American funeral directing.

For African Americans, death was never simply the end of life, and funerals were not just places to mourn.
In the “hush harbors” of the slave quarters, African Americans first used funerals to bury their dead and to
plan a path to freedom. Similarly, throughout the long?and often violent?struggle for racial equality in the
twentieth century, funeral directors aided the cause by honoring the dead while supporting the living. To
Serve the Living offers a fascinating history of how African American funeral directors have been integral to
the fight for freedom.
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From reader reviews:

Cynthia Miller:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this To Serve the Living: Funeral
Directors and the African American Way of Death book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of
course the details in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Scott Seward:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere. The
information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take To Serve the Living: Funeral Directors and the
African American Way of Death as the daily resource information.

Melissa Gusman:

This book untitled To Serve the Living: Funeral Directors and the African American Way of Death to be one
of several books that best seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of
benefit into it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book store or you can order it by way of online.
The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read
this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this reserve from your
list.

Lowell Decoteau:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them
is this To Serve the Living: Funeral Directors and the African American Way of Death.
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