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A playdate is an organized meeting where parents come together with their children at a public or private
location to interact socially or “play.” Children no longer simply “go out and play,” rather, play is arranged,
scheduled, and parentally-approved and supervised. How do these playdates happen? Who gets asked and
who doesn’t?  What is acceptable play behavior? In The Playdate, Tamara R. Mose focuses on the parents of
young children in New York City to explore how the shift from spontaneous and child-directed play to
managed and adult-arranged playdates reveals the structures of modern parenting and the new realities of
childhood. Mose argues that with the rise of moral panics surrounding child abuse, pedophilia, and fears
about safety in the city, as well as helicopter parenting, and over-scheduling, the playdate has emerged as not
just a necessity in terms of security and scheduling, but as the very hallmark of good parenting.

Based on interviews with parents, teachers, childcare directors, and nannies from Brooklyn, Manhattan,
Queens, and Long Island, the book provides a first-hand account of the strategies used by middle-class
parents of young children to navigate social relationships—their own and those of their children.  Mose
shows how parents use playdates to improve their own experiences of raising children in New York City
while at the same time carefully managing and ensuring their own social and cultural capital. Mose illustrates
how the organization of playdates influences parents’ work lives, friendships, and public childrearing
performances, and demonstrates how this may potentially influence the social development of both children
and parents. Ultimately, this captivating and well-researched book shows that the playdate is much more than
just “child’s play.”

 

Tamara Mose interviewed on The Brian Lehrer Show
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From reader reviews:

Mark Copeland:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When
you read this The Playdate: Parents, Children, and the New Expectations of Play, you may tells your family,
friends as well as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Evita Young:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker to share.
You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to you
personally is The Playdate: Parents, Children, and the New Expectations of Play this publication consist a lot
of the information from the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how do the
world has grown up. The language styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The actual
writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.

Bernice Mignone:

You may get this The Playdate: Parents, Children, and the New Expectations of Play by check out the
bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for
the knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only through written or printed but also can you enjoy
this book by simply e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone
and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your book. It
is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct
ways for you.

Wesley Binns:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when they get
a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book The Playdate: Parents, Children, and the New
Expectations of Play to make your personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading skill is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle
the opinion about book and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to wide open
a book and read it. Beside that the reserve The Playdate: Parents, Children, and the New Expectations of Play



can to be your brand new friend when you're experience alone and confuse using what must you're doing of
these time.
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