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“What does it mean to be lonely?” Thomas Dumm asks. His inquiry, documented in this book, takes us
beyond social circumstances and into the deeper forces that shape our very existence as modern individuals.
The modern individual, Dumm suggests, is fundamentally a lonely self. Through reflections on philosophy,
political theory, literature, and tragic drama, he proceeds to illuminate a hidden dimension of the human
condition. His book shows how loneliness shapes the contemporary division between public and private, our
inability to live with each other honestly and in comity, the estranged forms that our intimate relationships
assume, and the weakness of our common bonds.

A reading of the relationship between Cordelia and her father in Shakespeare’s King Lear points to the most
basic dynamic of modern loneliness?how it is a response to the problem of the “missing mother.” Dumm
goes on to explore the most important dimensions of lonely experience?Being, Having, Loving, and
Grieving. As the book unfolds, he juxtaposes new interpretations of iconic cultural texts?Moby-Dick, Death
of a Salesman, the film Paris, Texas, Emerson’s “Experience,” to name a few?with his own experiences of
loneliness, as a son, as a father, and as a grieving husband and widower.

Written with deceptive simplicity, Loneliness as a Way of Life is something rare?an intellectual study that is
passionately personal. It challenges us, not to overcome our loneliness, but to learn how to re-inhabit it in a
better way. To fail to do so, this book reveals, will only intensify the power that it holds over us.
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From reader reviews:

Georgianna Menendez:

The book Loneliness as a Way of Life can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book Loneliness as a Way of Life? A
number of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many information
for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or information that you
take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Loneliness as a Way of
Life has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance
the enormous world by available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Christine Kaufman:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this particular aren't like that. This Loneliness as a Way of Life book is readable by simply you
who hate the straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience
without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer of Loneliness as a Way
of Life content conveys objective easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the written content but it just different as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Loneliness as a
Way of Life is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

William Grant:

The experience that you get from Loneliness as a Way of Life is a more deep you digging the information
that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is
hard to recognise but Loneliness as a Way of Life giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their
point in certain way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the idea because the author of this
guide is well-known enough. This book also makes your vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to
understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this
specific Loneliness as a Way of Life instantly.

Lawrence Pomerleau:

This Loneliness as a Way of Life is brand new way for you who has interest to look for some information
given it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know
otherwise you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Loneliness as a Way of Life can be the
light food for yourself because the information inside that book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books
build itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book application form. People
who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there isn't any
in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So ,
don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and knowledge.
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