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All societies have relied on music to transform the experience of work. Song accompanied the farmer’s
labors, calmed the herder’s flock, and set in motion the spinner’s wheel. Today this tradition continues.
Music blares on the shop floor; song accompanies transactions in the retail store; the radio keeps the trucker
going on the long-distance haul.

Now Ted Gioia, author of several acclaimed books on the history of jazz, tells the story of work songs from
prehistoric times to the present. Vocation by vocation, Gioia focuses attention on the rhythms and melodies
that have attended tasks such as the cultivation of crops, the raising and lowering of sails, the swinging of
hammers, the felling of trees. In an engaging, conversational writing style, he synthesizes a breathtaking
amount of material, not only from songbooks and recordings but also from travel literature, historical
accounts, slave narratives, folklore, labor union writings, and more. He draws on all of these to describe how
workers in societies around the world have used music to increase efficiency, measure time, relay
commands, maintain focus, and alleviate drudgery.

At the same time, Gioia emphasizes how work songs often soar beyond utilitarian functions. The heart-
wringing laments of the prison chain gang, the sailor’s shanties, the lumberjack’s ballads, the field hollers
and corn-shucking songs of the American South, the pearl-diving songs of the Persian Gulf, the rich mbube a
cappella singing of South African miners: Who can listen to these and other songs borne of toil and hard
labor without feeling their sweep and power? Ultimately, Work Songs, like its companion volume Healing
Songs, is an impassioned tribute to the extraordinary capacity of music to enter into day-to-day lives, to
address humanity’s deepest concerns and most heartfelt needs.
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From reader reviews:

Lawrence Rowe:

With other case, little folks like to read book Work Songs. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer
reading a book. As long as we know about how is important some sort of book Work Songs. You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, simply because from
book you can understand everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known.
About simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book
or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to the
library. Let's study.

Carol Witt:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular person?
If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that question mainly
because just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this Work Songs to read.

Melvin Hayes:

Work Songs can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away
because this e-book has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand,
bit entertaining however delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to get every word into
pleasure arrangement in writing Work Songs nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the
hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be among it. This great information
can drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.

Karen Garcia:

The book untitled Work Songs contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the girl idea with easy
method. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read it. The
book was written by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of literary works. It is
possible to read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the
book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site as well as
order it. Have a nice read.
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