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Two Treatises of Civil Government
John LOCKE (1632 - 1704)

The Two Treatises of Civil Government is a work of political philosophy published anonymously in 1689 by
John Locke. The First Treatise is an extended attack on Sir Robert Filmer's Patriarcha, which argued for a
divinely-ordained, hereditary, absolute monarchy. The more influential Second Treatise outlines a theory of
civil society based on natural rights and contract theory. Locke begins by describing the "state of nature,"
and goes on to explain the hypothetical rise of property and civilization, asserting that the only legitimate
governments are those which have the consent of the people.

Locke's ideas heavily influenced both the American and French Revolutions. His notions of people's rights
and the role of civil government provided strong support for the intellectual movements of both revolutions.

A Letter Concerning Toleration
John LOCKE (1632 - 1704), translated by William POPPLE (1638 - 1708)

Letter Concerning Toleration by John Locke was originally published in 1689. Its initial publication was in
Latin, though it was immediately translated into other languages. In this "letter" addressed to an anonymous
"Honored Sir" (actually Locke's close friend Philip von Limborch, who published it without Locke's
knowledge) Locke argues for a new understanding of the relationship between religion and government. One
of the founders of Empiricism, Locke develops a philosophy that is contrary to the one expressed by Thomas
Hobbes in Leviathan, primarily because it supports toleration for various Christian denominations. Locke's
work appeared amidst a fear that Catholicism might be taking over England, and responds to the problem of
religion and government by proposing toleration as the answer. Unlike Hobbes, who saw uniformity of
religion as the key to a well-functioning civil society, Locke argues that more religious groups actually
prevent civil unrest. Locke argues that civil unrest results from confrontations caused by any magistrate's
attempt to prevent different religions from being practiced, rather than tolerating their proliferation. Locke's
primary goal is to "distinguish exactly the business of civil government from that of religion." He makes use
of extensive argument from analogy to accomplish his goal, and relies on several key points. The thing that
he wants to persuade the reader of is that government is instituted to promote external interests, relating to
life, liberty, and the general welfare, while the church exists to promote internal interests, i.e., salvation. The
two serve separate functions, and so, must be considered to be separate institutions.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Joyner:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Two Treatises of Government and A Letter Concerning Toleration. Try
to the actual book Two Treatises of Government and A Letter Concerning Toleration as your close friend. It
means that it can to become your friend when you feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter
than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you much more confidence because you
can know every thing by the book. So , we should make new experience along with knowledge with this
book.

Patricia Clay:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to
other people. When you read this Two Treatises of Government and A Letter Concerning Toleration, you
could tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others,
make them reading a e-book.

Nancy Jackson:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't work here
is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer may be Two Treatises of Government and A Letter Concerning Toleration why because
the wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or
content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up
this book.

Edward Carter:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also know
that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book. Many kinds of books that



can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra Two Treatises of Government and A Letter Concerning
Toleration.
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