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Most students of history assume that the age of the "warlord popes" ended with the Renaissance, but, long
after the victory of Catholic powers at the Battle of Lepanto in 1571, the Papacy continued to entangle itself
in martial affairs. The Vatican participated in six major military campaigns between 1796 and 1870, flew the
papal flag over a warship as late as 1878, and during the Second World War mobilized more than 2,000 of its
own troops to defend the Pope.

David Alvarez now opens up this little-known aspect of the Papacy in the first general history of the papal
armed forces. His is the first book in English to provide a comprehensive chronicle of the modern Vatican's
military and security forces from 1796, when the armies of revolutionary France invaded the Papal States,
through the wars for unification, to the present-day deployment of modern weapons, technology, and skills to
protect the Holy Father and the Vatican from terrorists and assassins.

Most papal histories make little reference to military affairs, while the few that address them do so only in
passing or focus narrowly on particular units or campaigns. Alvarez’s history expands our understanding of
the Papacy's military through the exceptional research he has done as the first American scholar to gain
access to the archive of the Pontifical Swiss Guard and the modern military records in the Vatican Secret
Archive. He is also the first historian of any nationality to use the records of the Vatican Gendarmeria.

Alvarez chronicles the exploits of the Vatican's military leaders and soldiers in their campaigns and battles,
focusing on how those units under the Pope’s authority—including the Vatican navy—engaged in actual
military operations. He also deals extensively with the Vatican Gendarmeria as well as the Pope’s Noble
Guards, Palatine Guards, and Swiss Guards, describing their distinctive responsibilities and revealing the
competition and internal tensions that sometimes undermined the morale, preparedness, and cohesion of the
Pope's guards.

Filled with information that will surprise scholars of the Papacy and military historians alike, Alvarez’s
highly original work illuminates a shadowy corner of Vatican history and will fascinate all readers interested
in the role of the church in the broader world.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Duckett:

The book The Pope's Soldiers: A Military History of the Modern Vatican (Modern War Studies (Hardcover))
can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing
like a book The Pope's Soldiers: A Military History of the Modern Vatican (Modern War Studies
(Hardcover))? A number of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim this book can give
many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info
that you take for that, you could give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The Pope's Soldiers: A
Military History of the Modern Vatican (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) has simple shape however, you
know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open up and read a
reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Jeffrey Dominguez:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story or their
experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the ability about something
that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are many
kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve their proficiency in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them is this The Pope's
Soldiers: A Military History of the Modern Vatican (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)).

Katie Harper:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the book untitled The Pope's Soldiers: A Military History of the Modern Vatican
(Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) can be great book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Jeannie Brenner:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Pope's Soldiers: A Military History
of the Modern Vatican (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out



this book? Let's find.
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