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Though Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's name is recognized the world over, for decades the man himself has been
overshadowed by his better understood creation, Sherlock Holmes, who has become one of literature's most
enduring characters. Based on thousands of previously unavailable documents, Andrew Lycett, author of the
critically acclaimed biography Dylan Thomas, offers the first definitive biography of the baffling Conan
Doyle, finally making sense of a long-standing mystery: how the scientifically minded creator of the world's
most rational detective himself succumbed to an avid belief in spiritualism, including communication with
the dead.

Conan Doyle was a man of many contradictions. Always romantic, energetic, idealistic and upstanding, he
could also be selfish and fool-hardy. Lycett assembles the many threads of Conan Doyle's life, including the
lasting impact of his domineering mother and his wayward, alcoholic father; his affair with a younger
woman while his wife lay dying; and his nearly fanatical pursuit of scientific data to prove and explain
various supernatural phenomena. Lycett reveals the evolution of Conan Doyle's nature and ideas against the
backdrop of his intense personal life, wider society and the intellectual ferment of his age. In response to the
dramatic scientific and social transformations at the turn of the century, he rejected traditional religious faith
in favor of psychics and séances -- and in this way he embodied all of his late-Victorian, early-Edwardian
era's ambivalence about the advance of science and the decline of religion.

The first biographer to gain access to Conan Doyle's newly released personal archive -- which includes
correspondence, diaries, original manuscripts and more -- Lycett combines assiduous research with
penetrating insight to offer the most comprehensive, lucid and sympathetic portrait yet of Conan Doyle's
personal journey from student to doctor, from world-famous author to ardent spiritualist.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Emory:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people
in the world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Man Who Created Sherlock
Holmes: The Life and Times of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. All type of book could you see on many methods.
You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Christina Pena:

The guide with title The Man Who Created Sherlock Holmes: The Life and Times of Sir Arthur Conan
Doyle has a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. That
book exist new know-how the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the
world at this point. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. That book will
bring you inside new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read
the item anywhere you want.

Clinton Perez:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Man Who Created Sherlock Holmes:
The Life and Times of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to
make book which might be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good manner for
you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism
The Man Who Created Sherlock Holmes: The Life and Times of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle as good book not
only by the cover but also from the content. This is one book that can break don't ascertain book by its
protect, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense
already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Rebecca Goza:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case.
As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Man Who Created Sherlock Holmes: The Life and Times of Sir
Arthur Conan Doyle can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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