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At the close of the Civil War, Americans found themselves drawn into a new conflict, one in which the basic
shape of the nation's government had to be rethought and new rules for the democratic game had to be
established. In this superb new study, David Quigley argues that New York City's politics and politicians lay
at the heart of Reconstruction's intense, conflicted drama. In ways that we understand all too well today, New
York history became national history.

The establishment of a postwar interracial democracy required the tearing down and rebuilding of many
basic tenets of American government, yet, as Quigley shows in dramatic detail, the white supremacist
traditions of the nation's leading city militated against a genuine revision of America's racial order, for New
York politicians placed limits on the possibilities of true Reconstruction at every turn. Still, change did occur
and a new America did take shape. Ironically, it was in New York City that new languages and practices for
public life were developing which left an indelible mark on progressive national politics. Quigley's signal
accomplishment is to show that the innovative work of New York's black activists, Tammany Democrats,
bourgeois reformers, suffragettes, liberal publicists, and trade unionists resulted in a radical redefinition of
reform in urban America.
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From reader reviews:

Carl Moss:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This Second Founding: New York City, Reconstruction, and the Making of
American Democracy book is readable by means of you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the
information here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving possibly decrease the
knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer connected with Second Founding: New York City,
Reconstruction, and the Making of American Democracy content conveys the idea easily to understand by
lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different in the form
of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Second Founding: New York City, Reconstruction, and the Making
of American Democracy is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Leslie Padilla:

This Second Founding: New York City, Reconstruction, and the Making of American Democracy usually
are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The explanation of this Second
Founding: New York City, Reconstruction, and the Making of American Democracy can be on the list of
great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed a person
with information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all
over the place and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this
Second Founding: New York City, Reconstruction, and the Making of American Democracy forcing you to
have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we
know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Alyson Ward:

Second Founding: New York City, Reconstruction, and the Making of American Democracy can be one of
your basic books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to place every word into joy
arrangement in writing Second Founding: New York City, Reconstruction, and the Making of American
Democracy although doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based
confirm resource information that maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you
into fresh stage of crucial imagining.

Joshua White:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of Second Founding: New York City,
Reconstruction, and the Making of American Democracy can give you a lot of close friends because by you



considering this one book you have factor that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person.
This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that maybe
your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than other make you to be great individuals. So , why
hesitate? Let us have Second Founding: New York City, Reconstruction, and the Making of American
Democracy.
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