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West Indian immigrants to the United States fare better than native-born African Americans on a wide array
of economic measures, including labor force participation, earnings, and occupational prestige. Some
researchers argue that the root of this difference lies in differing cultural attitudes toward work, while others
maintain that white Americans favor West Indian blacks over African Americans, giving them an edge in the
workforce. Still others hold that West Indians who emigrate to this country are more ambitious and talented
than those they left behind. In West Indian Immigrants,  sociologist Suzanne Model subjects these theories to
close historical and empirical scrutiny to unravel the mystery of West Indian success.

West Indian Immigrants draws on four decades of national census data, surveys of Caribbean emigrants
around the world, and historical records dating back to the emergence of the slave trade. Model debunks the
notion that growing up in an all-black society is an advantage by showing that immigrants from racially
homogeneous and racially heterogeneous areas have identical economic outcomes. Weighing the evidence
for white American favoritism, Model compares West Indian immigrants in New York, Toronto, London,
and Amsterdam, and finds that, despite variation in the labor markets and ethnic composition of these cities,
Caribbean immigrants in these four cities attain similar levels of economic success. Model also looks at
“movers” and “stayers” from Barbados, Jamaica, Trinidad, and Guyana, and finds that emigrants leaving all
four countries have more education and hold higher status jobs than those who remain. In this sense, West
Indians immigrants are not so different from successful native-born African Americans who have moved
within the U.S. to further their careers. Both West Indian immigrants and native-born African-American
movers are the “best and the brightest”—they are more literate and hold better jobs than those who stay put.
While political debates about the nature of black disadvantage in America have long fixated on West
Indians’ relatively favorable economic position, this crucial finding reveals a fundamental flaw in the
argument that West Indian success is proof of native-born blacks’ behavioral shortcomings. Proponents of
this viewpoint have overlooked the critical role of immigrant self-selection.

West Indian Immigrants is a sweeping historical narrative and definitive empirical analysis that promises to
change the way we think about what it means to be a black American. Ultimately, Model shows that West
Indians aren’t a black success story at all—rather, they are an immigrant success story.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Palmer:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name West Indian
Immigrants: A Black Success Story? suitable to you? Typically the book was written by famous writer in this
era. The particular book untitled West Indian Immigrants: A Black Success Story?is the main of several
books this everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many people in the world. When you read
this guide you will enter the new shape that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their strategy in
the simple way, thus all of people can easily to know the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lots
of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world on this book.

Joyce Jacobs:

The book West Indian Immigrants: A Black Success Story? will bring that you the new experience of
reading a book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to
read, this book very acceptable to you. The book West Indian Immigrants: A Black Success Story? is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quicker to
read the book.

Michael Trejo:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like West Indian Immigrants:
A Black Success Story? which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Nancy Hartsell:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What
you are related is just spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the
books in the top checklist in your reading list will be West Indian Immigrants: A Black Success Story?. This
book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By
looking up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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