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Wallace Stevens the poet and Wallace Stevens the insurance executive: for more than one critical generation
it has seemed as if these two men were unacquainted--that Stevens was a poet who existed only in the
rarefied world of language. However, the idea that Stevens lived a double life, the author maintains, is
misleading. This compelling book uncovers what Stevens liked to think of as his "ordinary" life, a life in
which the demands of politics, economics, poetry, and everyday distractions coexisted, sometimes peacefully
and sometimes not. Examining the full scope of Stevens's career (from the student-poet of the nineteenth
century to the award-winning poet of the Cold War years), Longenbach reveals that Stevens was not only
aware of events taking place around him, but often inspired by those events. The major achievements of
Stevens's career are shown to coalesce around the major historical events of his lifetime (the Great
Depression and two World Wars); but Longenbach also dwells on Stevens's two extended periods of poetic
silence, exploring the crucial aspects of Steven's life that were not exclusively poetic. Longenbach
demonstrates that through Stevens's work in surety law he was far more intimately acquainted with legal and
economic concerns than most poets, and he consequently thought deeply about the strengths--and, equally
important, the limitations--of poetry as a social product and force.
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From reader reviews:

Laura Wilson:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book thus.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new facts. When
you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine
the story how the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you
read this Wallace Stevens: The Plain Sense of Things, you may tells your family, friends as well as soon
about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Bertha Costa:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled Wallace
Stevens: The Plain Sense of Things your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most
aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a
guide then become one application form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get prior to. The
Wallace Stevens: The Plain Sense of Things giving you one more experience more than blown away your
brain but also giving you useful information for your better life in this particular era. So now let us show you
the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading it, like
winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Florence Williams:

Wallace Stevens: The Plain Sense of Things can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in
terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The copy writer giving
his/her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Wallace Stevens: The Plain Sense of
Things but doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource data
that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can drawn you into completely new stage of
crucial pondering.

May Davidson:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer may be Wallace Stevens: The Plain Sense of Things why because
the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or
content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions
to pick up this book.
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